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I 
N PHILIPPIANS, Chapter 2, 

we read:  

1 So if there is any encouragement 

in Christ, any comfort from love, 

any participation in the Spirit, 

any affection and sympathy, 
2 complete my joy by being of the 

same mind, having the same love, 

being in full accord and of one 

mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish 

ambition or conceit, but in 

humility count others more 

significant than yourselves. 4 Let 

each of you look not only to his 

own interests, but also to the 

interests of others. 5 Have this 

mind among yourselves, which is 

yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, 

though he was in the form of God, 

did not count equality with God a 

thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied 

himself, by taking the form of a 

servant, being born in the likeness 

of men. 8 And being found in 

human form, he humbled himself 

by becoming obedient to the point 

of death even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God has highly 

exalted him and bestowed on him 

the name that is above every 

name, 10 so that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bow, in 

heaven and on earth and under 

the earth, 11 and every tongue 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

HUMBLE. Jesus Christ—

God-Creator of the universe 

humbled Himself to become 

human. He became a helpless 

human baby cared for by 

peasant parents from Nazareth. 

A city referred to in Scripture 

by this comment, “What good 

can come out of Nazareth?” It 

sounds like that town was con-

sidered to be the least desirable 

part of the country. Jesus, as a 

humble human, experienced 

hunger, thirst, sadness, and all 

kinds of abuse. His experience 

was so extreme that we cannot 

say, “God can’t possibly under-

stand what I’m going through.” 

His death was so brutal that we 

cannot say, “His death can’t 

possibly cover my sin.”  

Christ’s humility leads us to be 

humble. This means setting our 

desires aside for the sake of 

others. As the season of Lent 

approaches, some may be 

considering what to give up. 

TV time? Chocolate? Maybe 

some will come up with 

creative ways to serve their 

neighbor. 

OBEDIENT.  Jesus was 

obedient to His Father’s will. 

He kept the Law perfectly and 

yet showed us by example what 

freedom means. He showed us 

that He, not the temple or its 

rituals, is the focus of worship. 

He showed us that the freedom 

He offers is beyond the 

concept of an oppressive 

government. Jesus offers 

freedom from guilt, shame, and 

eternal separation from God. 

Obedience and freedom may 

seem to be in opposition to 

each other. However, God’s 

Law provides boundaries—like 

a fence around a playground. 

Within the boundaries we have 

freedom to live, work, study, 

serve, and share His love and 

forgiveness. 

    See Deaconess Jeri, page 2 “ 
         His experi- 
        ence was so 
extreme that we 

cannot say, ‘God 
can’t possibly 

understand what 
I’m going 
through.’” 
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 Deaconess Jeri 
 continued from page 1 

T 
HROUGH THE SEASON of 

Lent, we will come to the 

cross of Jesus as we study and 

review the six chief parts of 

Luther's Small Catechism.  

Join us as we see how these 

three texts (Ten Command-

ments, the Apostle's Creed, 

the Lord's Prayer) and three 

events (Baptism, Holy Commu-

nion, Confession and Forgive-

ness) guide our lives into faith-

ful union with 

the passion and 

resurrection of 

our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

February 22--Ash Wednesday, 

The Ten Commandments--

Holy Communion will be 

celebrated in this service.  
March 1--The Apostles' Creed 
March 8--The Lord's Prayer 
March 15--The Sacrament of 

Holy Baptism 

March 22--The Sacrament of 

the Altar 
March 29--Confession and 

Forgiveness 

Midweek Lenten services will 

be held each Wednesday at 

10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. On 

Ash Wednesday, the imposition 

of ashes will be available for 

worshipers 30 minutes before 

the beginning of the services.  

Lent: Faith Formation at the Cross 
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PEACEFUL.  Our hearts long 

for peace; we want wars and 

crime to cease. We want the 

hungry to be fed and the 

homeless sheltered. We want 

the least, the lost, and the lonely 

to know Christ Jesus, the 

“Prince of Peace,” as their 

Savior. We want all people to 

live in peace. (Peace is a word 

frequently used during Advent.) 

We also see artwork of snow 

peacefully falling, the moon or 

street lamps 

peacefully 

glowing, the 

Babe in a 

manger 

peacefully 

swaddled and 

sleeping, 

surrounded by His parents, 

shepherds, wise men, and 

livestock. We long for that 

peace. In Hebrew, the word 

translated as “peace” is shalom. 

I understand that shalom is 

used as a greeting, such as 

“hello” and “goodbye.” Its 

meaning, though, is a 

multifaceted peace, the kind of 

peace that affects relationships, 

finances, work, and every aspect 

of our human existence. This is 

the kind of peace that Jesus 

gives—a pervasive peace even 

in the midst of seeming chaos 

or distress. Since He gives it to 

us, we get to give it to others.  

EVERLASTING. The Word 

of God, Jesus Christ, 

participated in the creation of 

the world and existed before 

anything was created. (I am 

often inspired and awed by 

God’s creation: the stars, variety 

of plants, animals, colors in a 

sunset, and cherished 

relationships.) When God 

created the world, He knew 

then that we would be here 

today enjoying it! That, too, is 

amazing.  

These four words: Humble, 

Obedient, Peaceful, and 

Everlasting describe our Lord 

Jesus and each of us. 

These four words: Humble, 

Obedient, Peaceful, and 

Everlasting spell HOPE—the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

hope spoken of in  

1 Thessalonians 4:13: “We do 

not grieve as those who have no 

hope.” This does not say that 

believers in Christ do not 

grieve—it says we grieve 

differently—with hope! HOPE 

is not wishful thinking. It is sure 

and certain. It is demonstrated 

in the biblical books of the 

prophets and psalms where 

often the future acts of God are 

written of in past tense because 

the promise of God that they 

would happen were as absolute 

as if they already happened. 

Therefore, our Hope for eternal 

life with Christ, in His time, is 

not in vain. The promise 

remains intact, and we wait with 

hope for that day.  

“ 
           These four  

       words: 
Humble, Obedient, 

Peaceful, and 
Everlasting spell 

HOPE.” 
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J ANUARY 22 – 28, 2023, was 

an especially exciting week 

for 1,885 schools; 21,222 

teachers; and 142,469 students 

as they rallied around what 

Jesus said in Matthew 28:19-20 

in celebration of National 

Lutheran Schools Week.  

19Go therefore and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20teaching them to observe all that 

I have commanded you. And 

behold, I am with you always, to 

the end of the age.  

The week was celebrated in 

many special ways in our own 

Lutheran school at St. John.  

Monday: Students and staff 

kicked off the week with the 

annual “Newcomb 

tournament,” with students 

wearing their assigned color to 

indicate their team. The 

tournament started with a fun-

filled pep rally and continued 

with a friendly competition. 

Tuesday: There was nothing 

fictional about the fun on 

Fictional Character Day, and 

staff and students showed up 

looking like their favorite ones. 

The 7th and 8th grade Singers 

shared their gift of music at a 

Concordia chapel this day, as well. 

Wednesday: Students and staff 

were wide awake for Pajama 

Day, and during chapel, 13 

students were recognized for 

earning an honorable mention 

in the Patriot’s Pen essay 

contest. Our very own Rachel 

Kite was also announced as the 

second-place winner in the 

district, and she helped to 

represent our Seward and St. 

John community well at the 

next level of competition.  

Thursday: The 100th day of 

school and Dress 

Like You’re 100 

Years Old Day. 

Friday: To conclude 

the week, students 

headed over to 

Concordia to watch 

a Concordia 

Invitational 

Tournament game 

and cheer on one of 

two teams. Students 

were asked to wear 

the colors of one of 

the teams.  

We praise God for 

providing a school 

that can build up 

disciples for life with 

the Christian foundation that is 

available through Lutheran 

education. 

Thank You and Join Us! 

Thank you to the St. John 

congregation for supporting 

Lutheran education in the many  

ways you do. If you have 

children, grandchildren, or  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

children of friends, consider 

exploring the difference that 

can be achieved through a 

Lutheran education by joining 

us – or encouraging others to 

join us – at the Kindergarten 

Open House on Sunday, 

February 12, from 3-5 p.m. 

Potential kindergarten families 

will receive a special “sneak 

peek” at 4 p.m., presented by 

Mrs. Royuk. Open enrollment 

will begin the following week, 

and we would love to have all 

24 seats in all grade levels filled 

with children who will learn 

how to proclaim and practice 

the love of Christ in our School 

of Distinction during the 2023-

2024 academic year.  

               See School, page 4 

Making Disciples for Life 

by Anita Foor 

Fourth grade students on 
Tuesday, Fictional Character Day 

Thank you to 
the St. John 

congregation for 
supporting 

Lutheran educa-
tion in the many 
ways you do.” 
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announced as 

the second-place 
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 Direct your Thrivent Choice 

Dollars to St. John. 

 On the Casey’s app, select 

Rewards at the bottom of the 

screen. Select Cash for 

Classrooms and follow the 

directions to choose St. John. 

 Select St. John Lutheran 

Church Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod (Seward) at 

smile.amazon.com. 

 Place your Pac “N” Save 

receipts in the St. John box at 

their store. 

 Download the Box Tops for 

Education app and direct your 

purchase credits to St. John. 

to support St. John School through the shopping 

and purchasing you do for your household 

Wednesdays:  Join us for 

chapel at 8:30 a.m. in the 

sanctuary 

February 3:  No school 

February 3:  PTL Trivia Night 

February 12:  Kindergarten 

open house 

February 17:  No school 

February 20:  No school 

Walk This Way . . . 
for upcoming events 
at St. John School 

 School 
 continued from page 3 

Bethany Jurchen Gracie Van Cura, Sarah Theobald,  
Emerson Limback 

O 
N SUNDAY, 

January 8, a 

group of youth 

volunteered at Matt 

Talbot Kitchen, 

assisting with serving 

lunch, washing 

dishes, etc. 

Youth visit Matt Talbot 
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O 
N SUNDAY, December 

11, the St John Voting 

Assembly unanimously voted to 

ask Jalynn Brase to designate to 

St. John Lutheran School as our 

4th grade teacher. Designation 

moved into an official call to be 

our teacher. We are happy to 

share that Jalynn has accepted 

designation and has accepted 

the call to serve as the 4th grade 

teacher at St. John starting this 

fall. Her acceptance letter is 

printed below. 

 

9 January 2023 

St. John Lutheran School, 

T 
RUSTING IN GOD’S 

gracious leading, it is with 

joy that I am able to report my 

acceptance of the call to St. 

John Lutheran School to serve 

as 4th grade teacher beginning 

in August 2023. 

I appreciate all of the time and 

prayers that the call committee 

of St. John has put into this call 

process, and I look forward to 

serving God’s people in the 

ministry at St. John. 

In Christ, 

Jalynn Brase 

Jalynn Brase accepts call 
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W 
E ARE NORMALLY BUSY 

every day; now we are 

very busy! The regular planning, 

teaching, and learning is happen-

ing each day, of course. Along 

with our normal routine, we are 

now into our review time for 

Step Up to Quality. Through 

this process, we do many self-

studies. After the studies are 

completed, we do Quality 

Action Plans for three different 

areas: ECERS (focusing on the 

classroom environment), 

CLASS (focuses on teacher-

child relationships), and 

NAP SACC (focusing on 

nutrition, physical activity, 

screen time, and the 

education for these areas). 

Our goal is to have all the 

paperwork done by the end of 

February. After that we wait for 

our two visits by the evaluators. 

The indoor playground project 

was to start before Covid. Now 

we are finally getting started 

with much moving and sorting! 

This project is happening on 

the north side of our basement. 

At this writing, the doors have 

been reversed for fire code 

reasons, and two walls are being 

dry-walled. Our next steps will 

be to put in a temporary “gym 

type” wall and then to purchase 

the items for the various areas 

of the playground.  

We don’t have full funding for 

this project yet. We have been 

saving our Butter Braid profits 

and have applied for a grant to 

help us finish the project. 

Thanks to all who have helped 

with purchasing Butter Braids, 

and with moving items and 

sorting. 

God has given us many 

blessings; may He continue 

to work through us each day 

as we touch people with 

Jesus’ love. 

What is happening at the Child 
Development Center?   
by Lisa Aring, Director, St. John Child Development Center 

“ 
        The indoor  
         playground 

project was to 
start before 

Covid. Now we 
are finally 

getting started.” 

  

I 
N THE FALL OF 2022, the 

congregation entered into a 

strategic ministry planning 

process that we are calling 

Charting Our Course. 

In January, we completed the 

Vision phase by developing a 

Vision statement, which will be 

presented to the congregation 

in the coming weeks. We have 

now entered into 

the Clarity phase, a 

25-week process of 

assessing our 

current ministry and 

developing a clear 

plan for the next 

three-to-five years. 

To guide us through 

this process, a 

Clarity Core Team 

has been assembled 

under the guidance of 

Lutheran Church 

Extension Fund 

consultant Rev. Mark 

Rosenau and had its 

initial meeting on 

January 24. The Clarity 

Core Team consists of a 

representative from the vision 

team, Pastor Bruick, Pastor 

Scheck, principal Barb Mertens, 

and the directors of a variety of 

sub teams. Each sub team is 

tasked with specific aspects of 

the process, such as: overall 

ministry, finance, education, 

prayer, communications, 

governance, and hospitality. 

These members are Jeremy 

Geidel, Cathy Brase, Anita Foor, 

Mattie Hans, Brian Albright, 

Susan Biel, Ryan Foor, Rachel 

Jank, and Marlene Block. 

The Clarity Core Team is 

excited about the vision of 

sharing Jesus with the 

community as the congregation 

charts its course for the coming 

years. Also, watch for 

congregational events that will 

take place in late spring. Your 

ongoing prayers and input are 

needed as together we share the 

hope of Jesus. 

Marlene Block 
Director of Communications  
Charting Our Course 

Charting Our Course 

  The Clarity  

Core Team 

is excited about 

the vision of 

sharing Jesus 

with the com-

munity as the 

congregation 

charts its course 
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…whoever is kind to the needy 

honors God.  Proverbs 14:31b 

T 
HE CARING MINISTRY of 

St. John is evident in the 

acts of caring and compassion 

by our pastors and deaconess. 

Many lay members also engage 

in countless ways of tending to 

the needs of others. “Caring” 

cannot be measured in statistics, 

but the following numbers may 

be of interest as we consider 

several parts of the caring 

ministry of St. John:   

Stephen Ministry 
Stephen Ministry is a one-to-

one lay caring ministry. 

 St. John has 

been a Stephen 

Ministry 

congregation 

since 1995. 

 Over those years, 96 lay mem-

bers have been trained as 

Stephen Ministers at St. John. 

 25 currently serve as Stephen 

Ministers; 7 as Stephen Leaders. 

 Over the last three years, an 

average of 597 personal visits 

were made per year by 

Stephen Ministers, totaling 

619 hours; an additional 183 

hours were spent in phone 

visits. 

 Plans are underway for 

offering a new training class 

in fall of 2023. 

Feed My Sheep 
Human Care Board members 

prepare frozen dinners to 

deliver to families in need, 

especially in illness and after 

hospitalization. The meals are 

made in the church kitchen and 

are usually funded by Thrivent 

Action Team Grants.  

 This program began in 2016. 

 360 meals were delivered 

from 2016-2022. 

 The most meals were given in 

2020 and 2021 because of the 

pandemic when people were 

required to remain in their 

homes because of Covid or 

exposure. 

 Meals are delivered to St. 

John members and to 

members of the Seward 

community. 

HOPE fund 
All of the funds in the HOPE 

account are donated by St. John 

congregation members. There 

are no grants or fundraisers. 

Funds are distributed carefully 

and prayerfully by the 

Deaconess. 

 The HOPE fund helps 

primarily with rent and utility 

expenses. Many times the 

utility requests are paid 

because the utilities have been 

shut off or will be shut off 

soon since the bill was not 

paid. 

 This fund helps with auto 

expenses, for fuel and repairs. 

In the past eight months, 10 

people received gas vouchers 

of up to $50 each. 

 Help is also given for 

unexpected medical expenses 

and childcare. 

 Some of the refugee 

assistance for the Badloon 

family came out of the 

HOPE fund. 

 This past year, 36 families 

received financial assistance 

from this fund, totaling nearly 

$8,800. 

 Thanks to generous donors, 

this ministry remains healthy. 

Christ’s Cupboard 
This is the St. John food pantry, 

available to the needy of the 

community. 

 St. John has been assisting the 

community with groceries for 

more than 50 years. 

 Christ’s Cupboard was estab-

lished about seven years ago. 

 30 volunteers staff the pantry. 

 Five people serve on the 

pantry committee. 

 In the past year, the number 

of individuals served has 

averaged approximately 100 

each month, with notable 

increases the last six months. 

Hosting the Lincoln Food 

Bank Distribution 
St. John helps with the 

distribution of food by the 

Lincoln Food Bank to the 

Seward area.  

 The distribution has been in 

the St. John parking lot the 

past year because of Covid. 

 Figures show that well over 

100 individuals have been 

served nearly every month in 

the past year, reaching 146 in 

October. 

 Beginning in February, the 

distribution will be from the 

Fellowship Hall, with 

approximately 20 St. John 

members helping. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

These examples of caring 

ministry represent only a small 

number of countless actions of 

individuals and other  

             See Caring, page 6 

A caring congregation 

by Marlene Block 
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    ‘Caring’  

       cannot be 
measured in 
statistics, but 
the following 
numbers may  
be of interest.” 
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organizations within the 

congregation. Many other areas 

might have been included, such 

as sponsorship of refugee 

families, the annual Thanksgiving 

Dinner and food collections, 

Christmas Cash, Souper Bowl 

Sunday, and Grief Support. 

Praise and thanksgiving to our 

Lord for moving the hearts of 

His people to respond to His 

love for us with caring and 

compassion for our neighbor.  

As you, Lord, have lived for others, 

So may we for others live. 

Freely have Your gifts been 

granted; 

Freely may Your servants give. 
        LSB 842, v. 2 

 Caring 
 continued from page 5 

adding the child’s first name 

and grade level or age would 

be a good connection point 

with the recipient.  

The aim of the Human Care 

Board is to distribute 

artwork near Valentine’s 

Day, so the deadline for  

 

donating art is February 12. 

The board has faith that 

God will use this offering of 

artwork given in prayer to 

bear fruit, both in the lives 

of the folks receiving it, and 

in the hearts of our younger 

brothers and sisters in Christ 

creating it. Praise be to God!  

Art for All Ages 

by Sara Endorf 

   Art for All  
Ages is a new 

project, and col-
lected artwork will 
be given to older 
members of our 

community.” 
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L 
IKE MANY PARENTS, my child 

loves to color, create, glue, paint 

(and more!) with anything she can get 

her hands on. Also, perhaps like many 

parents, our stack of artwork was 

almost two feet high of these precious 

creations by the time our daughter was 

four. (If anyone is continually like me, 

I can’t just throw it away, but I would 

also really like to free up corners of 

my house.) 

Good news! The Human Care Board 

is asking for a donation of this 

artwork done by children of any age to 

bless the community and give parents 

a place to send that tower of paper! 

Art for All Ages is a new project, and 

collected artwork will be given to 

older members of our community--

both members and non-members. 

This is the “maiden voyage,” and the 

Human Care Board is excited to see 

the response.  

Children are welcome to bring their 

artwork to school (if they go to school 

at St. John) or to church. Put it in the 

red bin in the church office or the 

decorated bin at the information desk 

in the narthex. We’re talking any 
artwork--scribbles by two-year-olds, 

detailed landscapes by seniors in high 

school, big, small, drawings, 3D, 

recyclable creations, a drawing on a 

school worksheet that caught your eye 

and gave you a smile, art created 

specially to donate for this project--

anything. If parents feel comfortable,  

Cora Endorf 

Saffron Holte 
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“T 
AKE FLIGHT” is an 

upcoming conference 

for volunteer teachers in the 

Seward County area. Led by 

professional teachers from 

Concordia University, St. John, 

and local experts, its purpose is 

to inspire, encourage, and equip 

volunteer teachers, Sunday 

school teachers, and lay teachers 

who work with youth. The con-

ference, scheduled for Saturday, 

February 11, from 9 a.m. to 

noon, is open to all volunteer 

teachers in Seward County.  

Director of Christian Education 

Tim Rippstein had experience 

with similar conferences in 

other churches. Thus, early last 

fall, he connected with the 

pastors from St. Vincent de 

Paul Catholic Church, Hillcrest 

Evangelical Free Church, 

Seward United Methodist 

Church, and St. John Lutheran 

Church to plan the local 

conference. The sessions will 

not deal with doctrine or 

theology, but rather “How To 

and Practical Techniques.” 

Keynote speaker is Jeremy 

Eckler of the Nebraska Catholic 

Conference. Seven workshops 

will be included: 

 Equipping parents; home-

based ministry  (Gail Brand) 

 Communicating with parents; 

encouraging and equipping 

them for ministry in the 

home  (Carrie Gottschalk) 

 Classroom management  

(Thad Warren) 

 Active learning  (Thad Warren) 

 Music in education (Paul 

Soulek and Caley Gerth) 

 The arts in education (JoEllen 

and Alexa McNally) 

 Using technology as an 

administrator (Wess 

Robotham) 

Publicity is being handled 

through posters around town, 

information in the Seward 

County Independent, and by 

individual churches contacting 

their members. There is no cost 

to the participants, since the 

conference is being funded by 

the four local churches. It will 

be held at Hillcrest Evangelical 

Free Church. Free child care is 

available. Participants are 

encouraged to register early at 

bit.ly/takeflight2023, contact 

their pastor, or use the scan code. 

The first Seward County Christian 
Educators Conference  by Jack Swanson 
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J OIN IN THIS FUN, interactive, 

dynamic event designed to 

ignite passion for the Word of 

God and teach the Big Picture of 

God's Grand Story.  

The event will be held February 

25, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at Harvest 

Hall on the Seward Fairgrounds. 

The cost is $20 for Grade 6 - 

Adult and $10 for Grades 1-5.  

Scholarships and childcare are 

available.  

For more information, contact 

Director of Christian Education 

Tim Rippstein 

(tim.rippstein@ 

stjohnseward.org)  

The New Testament from 30,000 feet 

A 
T THE JANUARY 17 Elders 

meeting, the pastors gave 

a final report of the first First 

Communion series. The Elders 

then approved the next First 

Communion Classes. They will 

be held on February 26, March 5, 

and March 12, beginning at 10 a.m. 

Contact the 

church office  

to register for 

the class. 

First Communion 
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Baptisms 
None 

Funerals/Committals 
None 

Marriage/Reaffirmations 

December 17, 2022, Spencer L. 

Brockman and Emma J. Armbrecht 

(non-member) 

Transfers In 

(M/M) Randy & Lesa Mabry, and 

Noah and Sarah 

(M/M) LeRoy & Marion Stork and 

Zachariah Schild 

Norma Troester 

Transfers Out 

Stephen Llewellyn to Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church, Gretna, Nebr. 

Lynne Hillmann to Good Shepherd 

Lutheran, Milford, Nebr. 

(M/M) Bill & Joyce Lewis to St. Paul 

Lutheran, Utica, Nebr. 

I 
T IS TIME to learn the 

current health-related needs 

and interests for the people of 

St. John in 2023. In the past, 

this assessment has helped to 

determine the direction of 

parish health ministries. It has 

been at least five years since we 

have done one as a 

congregation.  

Beginning February 11, you can 

complete the survey online or 

on paper. To complete it online, 

go to:  https://

www.surveymonkey.com/r/

StJohnPH2023. You will be 

asked questions related to: 

 services you may need,  

 ways you would like to serve, and  

 activities that would support 

your whole-person health. 

The St. John Parish Health 

Ministry will be hosting a table 

after the 5:30 p.m. service on 

February 11 and between 

services on the 12th. Visit the 

table to learn more about parish 

health ministry, get a hard copy 

of the survey, pick up 

information about heart health, 

and more.  

Once we have the results, 

leadership will determine the 

priorities for the next one to 

three years. The priorities and 

plans for addressing these 

priorities will be shared with the 

congregation. Health care 

professionals and others are 

encouraged to be part of 

implementing the plans. Watch 

for an information meeting 

where you can learn more. The 

timing of this survey is 

appropriate in that it ties in well 

with our congregation’s 

strategic planning process. The 

results of this survey serve to 

support that planning work.  

Why have a parish health 

ministry? 

Faith and health are integrally 

connected. Our spiritual, 

physical, emotional, intellectual, 

financial, relational, and 

vocational health are all 

connected and dependent on 

the other. To learn more on this 

topic, visit  https://

files.lcms.org/file/preview/

EF09B261-AB37-4880-B036-

21334FC8E379?  

 

 

We, as the Body of Christ, 

strive to serve in love and care 

for one another in mind, body, 

and spirit. Parish health ministry 

can provide tangible ways to 

carry out Christ-centered care. 

We all are called to proclaim 

and practice the love of Christ.  

“Let the favor of the Lord our 

God be upon us, and establish the 

work of our hands.” Psalm 90:17 

Chris Blanke, Parish Nurse,  

St. John Parish Health Ministry 

Your input is needed on Parish Health assessment 

  We, as the  
    Body of  

Christ, strive to 
serve in love and 

care for one 
another in mind, 
body, and spirit.” 
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T. JOHN YOUTH will be 

hosting a Daughter Gala on 

Thursday, February 16, from 7 

to 10 p.m. at Harvest Hall on 

the Seward Fairgrounds. Enjoy 

DJ music, unlimited photo 

booth, refreshments, and a 

night full of laughter and fun.  

It's not just for dads! Moms, 

grandparents, aunts, uncles, and 

all those who love daughters are 

welcome.  

Cost is $35 for daughter plus a 

date. Proceeds support youth 

events, including the National 

Youth Gathering in 2025. 

For information contact Lori 

Read, read6797@gmail.com.  

Daughter Gala to be held 
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Budgeted Financial Statement for Period 5 - December 41.67 %
St. John Lutheran Operating Statement
Company#: 1 Name: The Ministry of St. John Lutheran
Fiscal Year Beginning 8/1/2022

Description Budget Annual Budget YTD Actual for Period Actual YTD
Income

GF + PDCBF

  General Fund $2,041,607 $888,025 $308,728 $851,732

  Projected Deficit Cov'd by Faith $250,434 $108,929 $475 $3,685

TOTAL GF + PDCBF $2,292,041 $996,955 $309,203 $855,417

  SJ Utilities(Hot Lunch) $1,200 $500 $200 $500

  Interest $1,000 $417 $483 $1,694

  School Tuition & Fees $380,000 $264,295 $22,784 $267,531

  School Other Income $13,000 $5,417 $18,668 $57,567

  CDC Tuition & Fees $774,508 $292,596 $54,342 $305,008

  CDC Other Income $33,000 $13,750 $5,811 $18,764

  Foundation General Fund $36,000 $36,000 $0 $36,000

  School Scholarship $6,900 $0 $0 $0

  Other Income $2,500 $1,042 $0 $224

Total Income $3,540,149 $1,610,972 $411,492 $1,542,705

Expenses

  Elders $41,990 $17,496 $1,809 $14,258

  Evangelism $6,150 $2,563 $694 $2,583

  Finance $11,095 $4,383 $521 $3,696

  Christian Nurture $24,317 $8,049 $63 $5,669

  Personnel $2,812,118 $1,132,632 $222,925 $1,129,258

  Human Care $3,000 $1,892 $0 $1,543

  Stewardship $2,150 $896 $0 $100

  Trustees $290,885 $111,896 $31,522 $111,972

  Worship $21,255 $8,856 $1,340 $5,917

  Youth $5,125 $2,427 $55 $2,132

  Synod and Mission $144,954 $60,398 $12,080 $60,398

  Circut Ministerial Training $3,000 $0 $0 $0

  Student Ministry $1,375 $573 $0 $219

  CCUNE $8,000 $8,000 $0 $0

  Child Development Center $102,395 $42,560 $8,877 $44,148

  School $62,340 $36,567 $2,798 $43,880

Total Expenses $3,540,149 $1,439,186 $282,683 $1,425,772

Net Surplus/(Deficit) $0 $171,785 $128,809 $116,934
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