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” 

“ Rightly understood, 

however, eschatol-

ogy is the culmina-

tion of the Gospel: 

it is God’s final 

answer to the prob-

lem of evil and 

suffering.  

“Gandalf! I thought you were 

dead! But then I thought I was 

dead myself. Is everything sad 

going to come untrue? What's 

happened to the world?"  - Samwise 

Gamgee, The Return of the King 

And he who was seated on the 

throne said, “Behold, I am 

making all things new.” - 

Revelation 21:5. 

T 
HE CHURCH CALENDAR 

has made November into 

a favorite time of year for me as 

a pastor, not because of the 

impending holiday season, but 

because the end of Pentecost 

and the beginning of Advent 

focus on eschatology: the 

“Final Act” of God’s cosmic 

drama of redemption. All 

Saints’ Day celebrates “that 

great multitude that no one 

could number” (Revelation 

7:9). The final Sundays of 

Pentecost proclaim that Jesus 

will come with great “power 

and glory” and with “healing in 

His wings.” The year 

crescendos with Paul’s 

celebration that through Christ 

God is reconciling “all things to 

Himself, whether on earth or in 

heaven, making peace by the 

blood of His cross” (Colossians 

1:20). Advent heightens the 

anticipation with news that “no 

one knows the day or the 

hour” (Matthew 24:36). The 

season is focused squarely on 

the fulfillment of Christian 

hope, the end of all our long-

ings; and I rarely get through a 

November without tears. 

If this sounds weird to you, I 

understand. For many, the 

word ‘eschatology’ summons 

up visions of doomsday 

countdown charts and blood-

moon prophecy salesmen. For 

others, eschatology doesn’t 

mean much at all; they’ve only 

ever heard about dying and 

going to heaven. The idea that 

God plans to renew this 

creation and resurrect our 

bodies is brand new to them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rightly understood, however, 

eschatology is the culmination 

of the Gospel: God’s final 

answer to the problem of evil 

and suffering.  

The answer is this: what God 

did for Jesus in His death and 

resurrection, He is going to do 

for all creation. Every dead 

body will be raised. Every 

broken heart made whole. 

Every tear wiped away. This 

has always been God’s plan: to 

“unite all things in Christ, 

things in heaven and things on 

earth” (Ephesians 1:8). Truly, 

some will refuse this union, 

rejecting the gift of eternal life, 

but their refusal is not God’s 

plan or intent, for “He desires 

all to be saved and to come to 

the knowledge of the truth” (1 

Timothy 2:4). 

The wonder of that promise 

has always been a bit too much 

for me to comprehend. How 

can it be that the appalling  

               See Scheck, page 2 
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 Scheck 
 continued from page 1 

tragedy of human history—with 

all its genocide, war, and 

violence—will ultimately turn 

out to have a good ending? 

How can it be, for that matter, 

that the hurt and evil that I’ve 

caused won’t define my legacy? 

How can it be that, as Samwise 

the Hobbit marveled, every-

thing sad could come untrue? 

The beauty of eschatology is 

that it does not try to avoid this 

question. It does not try to 

explain away evil and death as 

necessary means to a greater 

good, but asserts that evil and 

death are enemies of God. 

Because they are judged in 

Jesus’ cross and healed in His 

resurrection, they have lost their 

claim on our future. They will 

be destroyed (1 Corinthians 15:26).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This eschatology shows how 

Jesus carries us through the 

valley of death’s dark shadow, 

holding before our eyes the 

“glorious scars” in His hands 

and side and saying, ‘See, I am 

making all things new.’  

Though we cannot see it now, 

nor scarcely imagine it, one day 

we will. “For now we see in a 

mirror dimly, but then face to 

face” (1 Corinthians 13:12). The 

promise is when we do see, we 

will see that God is good. 

Unspeakably good. When at the 

last, we behold the entirety of 

God’s great drama of 

redemption and see how the 

threads of human darkness 

accent the brighter glory of 

God’s self-giving love, we will 

weep our final tears, and they 

will be tears of joy—

Indescribable and Inexhaustible 

Joy. On that day, St. Augustine 

says, we will “rest and see, see 

and love, love and praise…in 

that end to which there shall be 

no end.”  

” 

“ The promise is 
when we do see,  

we will see that God 
is good. Unspeak-

ably good.  

O 
N THE WEEKEND of 

October 29/30, we 

gave thanks to God for the 

good news that we are saved 

by Grace, His unconditional 

love, alone - as was 

proclaimed by Martin Luther 

on October 31, 1517, when 

he posted 95 Theses - a 

monumental day in world 

history known as The 

Reformation!  

Red paraments are used to 

mark the day. 

The season of Advent 

(marked by the use of blue 

paraments), begins, Sunday, 

November 27. It is a time to 

focus on the coming of 

Jesus, the reason we cele-

brate Advent and Christmas. 

Plan to attend the midweek 

services, which are scheduled 

to be held at 10 a.m. and 6:30 

p.m. Wednesdays: 

 November 30 

 December 7 

 December 14 

 December 21 
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Mid-week Advent worship services scheduled 

We are saved by Grace 
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T 
HE ANNUAL Breakfast in 

Bethlehem event will be 

held on Saturday, December 10, 

from 8 to 11 a.m. All the usual 

favorites will be there: a delicious 

breakfast, gift shopping, Bible 

story time, a photo booth, crafts, 

and more. New this year will be a 

live nativity! 

Volunteers are needed. To sign 

up, click the link in Weekly eNews. 

New this year: a live nativity 
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P 
OINSETTIAS AND 

WREATHS enhance our 

sanctuary and church building 

for the Christmas Season and 

bring much joy to many. If you 

would like to order a poinsettia 

or wreath, complete the order 

blank available in Weekly eNews.  

Poinsettias and or wreaths can 

be ordered in memory of or in 

honor of a loved one. Please 

note “In memory of” or “In 

honor of” on the form. All 

orders will be paid in advance 

by cash, or check made payable 

to St. John and given to Rachel 

Holte in the church office, or in 

her mailbox, or mailed to the 

church.  

 

Poinsettias ($22) will be ordered 

from Merle’s Flower Shop. 

Wreaths ($22) are purchased 

from Windmill Pines. Deadline 

for ordering is 

noon on Monday, 

December 5,  

2022.  

Help adorn our sanctuary 
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O 
N OCTOBER 2, the church 

and school staff 

recognized Ron Aring, facilities 

manager, and custodians Jackie 

Gocke and Cat Brass, during 

Custodian Appreciation Week, 

for their faithful service. The 

church staff hosted a lunch for 

them in the Fellowship Hall, and 

they were gifted with mums and 

a basket of goodies. The school 

staff set up an ice cream bar in 

the home economics room, next 

to the school cafeteria. The 

teachers contributed various 

toppings. The students made 

posters to express their thanks. 

This was an exciting project for 

the students because Cat and 

Jackie interact with them 

throughout the school day.   

Principal Barbara 

Mertens said, “Being a 

custodian is probably 

the hardest job in the 

building.” Indeed, we 

may take for granted 

the clean facilities, 

empty waste baskets, 

and unlocked doors. 

But, do you realize 

how Jackie and Cat 

serve each one of us? 

They clean and stock 

the restrooms; keep the 

entrances clear of 

debris, snow, and ice; 

pick up hazardous waste when 

someone is sick; set up meeting 

rooms for special events; unlock 

and lock the rooms and the 

building; perform light 

maintenance; turn off the lights; 

etc. In addition, they are on call 

all day, when staff and visitors 

need help. Certainly, we should 

all offer our appreciation every 

day for our custodians. 

Appreciation shown to the custodian team 

by Jack Swanson 
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Charting Our Course: 
Vision, Clarity, Focus, 
Journey 

by Anita Foor 

” 

“ The SMP com-
mittee selected the 
Lutheran Church 

Extension Fund to 
guide our congre-
gation through a 

full strategic 
planning process  

” 

“ Each member of St. 

John has a respon-

sibility and oppor-

tunity in “charting 

our course.” 

A  YEAR AGO, the Strategic 

Ministry Planning (SMP) 

committee asked congregation 

members to complete a ministry 

survey and to engage in one of 

two small group sessions to 

gather information about 

perspectives within the 

congregation regarding our life 

together at St. John. More than 

180 people completed the 

survey, and approximately 120 

people attended small group 

sessions to learn about the 

survey results and share 

additional insight. As a result of 

that input in part, the SMP 

committee selected the 

Lutheran Church Extension 

Fund to guide our congregation 

through a full strategic planning 

process that will last 

approximately 37 weeks from 

start to action. 

During the 37-week process, St. 

John will experience four 

distinct phases: Vision, Clarity, 

Focus, and Journey. Each 

time we enter a new phase, the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

logo shown in this newsletter 

will be updated to indicate the 

current phase.  

During a total of 12 weeks, we 

will complete the first phase: 

Vision. A Vision Team was 

established to lead this work 

under the direction of the 

LCEF, represented by Pastor 

Mark Rosenau. That team 

selected the seven questions all 

worshippers over the age of 13 

were asked to complete this 

October. The next steps in the 

Vision phase include three 

Vision Events, the 

establishment of a vision 

statement, and the identification 

of ministry pillars that will aid in 

completing the next phase of 

the strategic planning process.  

The Vision Events will include 

small group discussions; the 

Vision Team is eager to hear 

the voice of all worshippers 

over the age of 13 during these 

events. Please mark your 

calendar and plan to attend a 

Vision Event! 

Vision event dates and times 

Monday, November 7  

6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, November 9  

6:30 to 8:30 p.m. (Join our 

youth this night) 

Sunday, November 13  

1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 

Food and childcare will be pro-

vided during the Vision Events, 

and sincerely, we pray that all 

populations will be represented 

throughout these three events. 

Vision team members 

Pastor Nathan Scheck 

Deaconess Jeri Morrison 

Jim Mol 

Mattie Hans 

Jeremy Geidel 

Cayla Freeman 

Anita Foor 

Aaron Carlson 

Brian Albright 

Following the Vision phase, our 

ministry will enter the Clarity 

phase and additional members 

will be asked to join the Clarity 

Team. During the Clarity Phase, 

all aspects of the ministry will 

be analyzed, and the Focus 

phase will provide exercises to 

set ministry goals and to 

formalize a strategic plan. At 

that point, St. John will launch 

into our Journey of putting the 

plan to work over the next 

several years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Each member of St. John has a 

responsibility and opportunity 

in “charting our course,” 

offering a variety of ways in 

which people of all ages and 

walks of life can contribute to  

            See Charting, page 5 S
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the imperative work during this 

process. As we continue in the 

Vision phase, please prayerfully 

consider how you can share 

your hopes for the ministries of 

St. John during each step of this 

process. And as we approach 

the Journey phase, please 

prayerfully consider how you 

can build up the Body of Christ 

with your gifts – of time, 

talents, treasures, thoughts, and 

trades. 

Thank you for the ways in 

which you invest in our ministry 

currently, and thank you in 

advance for being dedicated to 

shaping its future.   

 

Congregational Action: 

 Select and attend one Vision 

Event 

 Encourage other members to 

attend a Vision Event. 

 Watch and listen for frequent 

updates 

 Prayerfully consider how to 

be involved 

 Charting 
 continued from page 4 

Grief support groups will meet 
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” 

“ Thoughts of social 
gatherings, family 

traditions and 
obligations may 

leave them 
anxious and 

overwhelmed.  

W 
HEN GRIEVING THE 

DEATH of a family 

member or friend, people may 

dread the days that are to come. 

Thoughts of social gatherings, 

family traditions and obligations 

may leave them anxious and 

overwhelmed. Sadness may 

seem unbearable. They may 

wish they could skip the 

upcoming holidays and go 

straight to the routine of the 

next year – but they cannot.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To lessen stress and loneliness, 

St. John Stephen Ministry is 

sponsoring two upcoming 

GriefShare events. GriefShare is 

nondenominational and open 

to people of all faiths and to 

those who do not profess a 

faith. Everyone is welcome to 

attend one or both  

sessions. The first 

event is “Surviving 

the Holidays,” a  

one-time seminar 

that will take place 

on Thursday, November 3, 

2022, 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., in 

the Heritage Room at St. John 

Lutheran Church. There is no 

fee to attend, and you do not 

need to register in advance. A 

“Surviving the Holidays” video 

will be shown, and each 

participant will receive a 

Holiday Survival Guide with 

practical strategies and 

encouraging words. Following 

the one-time holiday session, a 

13-week “From Mourning to 

Joy” group will begin on 

Thursday, November 10, 2022, 

1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., in the 

Heritage Room, and will meet 

every Thursday through 

February 2, 2023.  

Whether the loss of a loved one 

is recent or not so recent, those 

attending will have an 

opportunity to be with people 

in a safe, confidential, and 

understanding environment. 

Cost of the support group is 

$20 for a workbook; however, 

Stephen Ministry will pay half 

of the fee. The fee to the 

attendee is $10 for a detailed 

workbook to use at home and 

at the sessions. If you are 

interested in learning more 

about these two GriefShare 

events or would like to reserve 

your Holidays Survival Guide 

and/or GriefShare “From 

Mourning to Joy” workbook 

for the 13-week session, please 

contact Mary Ann Steinbeck at 

402-499-6618 or Deaconess  

Jeri at 402-643-2983. An email 

may also be sent to 

masteinbeck1@gmail.com. 

Days without your loved one 

may not be easy, but one can 

choose to live in a way that 

honors a loved one and puts 

one on the path to healing and 

good health. Please consider 

attending one or both 

GriefShare events. 

Mary Ann Steinbeck 

Stephen Ministry Leader 

 



 

 

 

 6 

Psalm 136:1 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is 

good, 

For his steadfast love endures 

forever. 

Marlin Luebbe has never 

forgotten the words his father 

said while in the hospital after 

suffering a stroke. He told him, 

“God has never let me down.” 

Trust in God’s faithfulness 

modeled by his father was 

passed on to Marlin. Service in 

the church has been a natural 

reflection of Marlin’s faith. He 

has been volunteering steadily 

since his confirmation in 1963. 

Marlin grew up on a farm 

northwest of Seward. He was 

baptized, attended school, and 

was confirmed at St. John. He 

graduated from Seward High 

School in 1967 and considered 

taking classes at Southeast 

Community College. However, 

farming was too much a part of 

him. He’d been on the tractor 

with his father since age five. “I 

just loved [farming]. Something 

in your blood.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through mutual friends, Marlin 

met Rita, a nurse from Bassett, 

Nebraska. After a short time, he 

“just knew” they were meant to 

be together. They married in 

1974 and five years later moved 

to his family’s farmland 

southeast of Seward, where they 

still live. The couple has two 

sons, Brad and Byron. Brad and 

his family live in Wisconsin, 

while Byron and his family live 

in Seward and attend St. John. 

Volunteering for the church 

came naturally to Marlin. After 

his confirmation, Luebbe 

served as an acolyte and usher. 

He has been on the worship, 

school, and foundation boards 

and has served as an elder and 

trustee. Currently he and Rita 

serve on the Sunday morning 

coffee committee. Pat 

Ohlmann, who has served with 

Marlin on various boards, 

commented, “His strong suit is 

doing. He is as steady and 

reliable a person as you will 

find.”  

During his time as an elder, he 

worked with Marvin Siefert to 

build a tower for the bell that 

hung in the previous St. John 

Church building. Funds had 

been donated for this purpose 

by several longtime church 

families. The bell once sat in the 

west lobby but had been moved 

to storage. After much research 

and design collaboration with 

Bill Wolfram, a tower was built. 

The bell rings before services, a 

reminder of God’s faithfulness 

over the years. 

Luebbe was chairman of the 

School Board in the early 2000s, 

some of the school’s most 

difficult years. Luebbe admits, 

“There were some sleepless 

nights.” Marlin served 18 years 

on the School Board, but he 

found a true fit for his gifts as a 

trustee. Luebbe said, “You see 

so many things that need to be 

done or fixed. Like being a 

homeowner a dozen times 

over.” The reward was seeing 

tasks completed. Luebbe’s time 

on the Trustee Board 

overlapped with the building of 

the Child Development Center. 

He worked with architects and 

contractors as well as St. John 

staff to ensure functionality and 

a design that complimented the 

neighboring community. It 

meant long hours and countless 

decisions during design and 

construction. New generations 

now experience a Christ-

centered education in this 

beautiful facility.  

One of the lessons Luebbe has 

learned over his time of service 

is how God provides 

experiences that equip you for 

the next challenge. He is 

thankful for the fellow 

committee members and the  

            See Luebbe, page 7 

A life of faithful service 

by Jenny Krause 

” 

“ Luebbe was 
chairman of the 
School Board in 
the early 2000s, 

some of the 
school’s most 
difficult years. 

Luebbe admits, 
“There were some 
sleepless nights.”  
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“ “His strong suit 
is doing. He is 
as steady and 
reliable a person 
as you will find.”  
 —  Pat Ohlmann 
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T 
HANK YOU TO ALL for 

your warm welcome 

and generosity of dollars, 

gift cards, and grocery items 

to the Dieudonne family. 

Pastor Josue, Elise, and 

their children Sebastien, 

Sara, and Arthur were 

overwhelmed with your 

presence and kindness  to 

them at the open house 

shower in their honor after 

school on Thursday, 

October 27, at St. John 

Fellowship Hall.  

 If you were unable to 

attend the shower, you can 

still participate. The St. 

John church and school 

offices will accept 

donations of dollars, gift 

cards, and grocery items 

through Friday, November 6. 

And thank you in advance for 

your kind hearts and generosity. 

So why did this wonderful 

family choose Seward, 

Nebraska, as their new home 

far away from their home in 

Port-au-Prince, Haiti? Because 

they were invited by Pastor Jim 

and wife Claudia Dahlke, who 

serve at Holy Cross Lutheran 

Church in Goehner. Pastor Jim 

and Pastor Josue became 

friends through the Lutheran 

Heritage Foundation and Pastor 

Jim teaching classes at the 

Seminary at Leogane, Haiti. His 

wife, Claudia, taught Josue 

English as a 2nd Language via 

Facetime.  

Pastor Josue was also a pastor 

for 15 years, serving in 

Lutheran churches in Leogane 

and in Port-au-Prince among 

other responsibilities, one 

being a translator in 

French and Creole. The 

Dieudonne’s older son, 

Sebastien, had major 

heart surgery in New 

York and was 

hospitalized through 

January 2022. He is to 

remain in the country for 

medical reasons, so they 

accepted the Dahlke’s 

invitation and arrived in 

Seward early August.  

Josue, who has degrees in 

law, theology, and 

education, hopes to take 

graduate classes in 

education once their visa 

paperwork has been 

approved and begin to seek 

employment to support his 

family. Until then, the children 

are enjoying their school family 

at St. John, their time together 

as family, meeting fellow 

Christians in the Seward and 

Goehner area, and leaving 

future decision-making in the 

hands of God. We at St. John 

welcome you to Seward. 

Barb Springer and Lana Urban, 

open house shower co-chairs 

Shower held for the Dieudonne family 
from Haiti 

 Luebbe 
 continued from page 6 

teachers he has served with 

over the years. Pastor L. W. 

Heidemann in particular had a 

lasting influence on him.  

Marlin has recognized it is his 

time to take a step back to 

encourage a new generation of 

volunteers. These might have 

different ways of managing and 

communicating. He 

acknowledges that it is hard to 

accept at times. But he senses 

the same heart for service to 

Christ and His Church and is 

confident that God will bless 

their efforts. 

Thank you, Marlin, for your 

years of quiet, steady service! 

Elise, Sara, Sebastien, Arthur,  

and Josue Dieudonne 
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Simple Gifts. These “Simple 

Gifts” devotions in our monthly 

newsletter emphasize that 

stewardship is “not simply a 

function of doing business in the 

local congregation,” but an “act of 

worship” that flows from what 

God has done for us in Jesus. 

With titles such as “The gift of the 

Gospel” and “God’s gift of life,” 

they are based on the theme of 

“gift.” We pray that you will be 

enriched by God’s Word shared  

in “Simple Gifts.” 

No greater gift than love 
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“But earnestly desire the higher 

gifts. And I will show you a still 

more excellent way”   
(1 Corinthians 12:31). 

H 
IGHER GIFTS. More 

excellent way. These 

sound like comparatives. They 

are, if you are talking about us. 

But these words that the Holy 

Spirit gives to 

Paul are not 

about us. They 

are only and 

always about 

what the Spirit 

desires us to 

have! 

The Lord 

wants you to 

know that 

your simple 

gifts are in no way simplistic. 

They are glory! But not your 

glory. They are His glory. If you 

read the entire chapter of  

1 Corinthians 12 you see some 

fantastic gifts being called lower 

gifts. Healing. Tongues. 

Interpretation. These are all 

fantastic if you were to have 

them. In no way are these are 

lesser gifts. 

This is until you read what the 

Lord desires as a higher gift.  

1 Corinthians 13 talks about it. 

The higher gift is love! There is 

no greater gift than love. Jesus 

talks about that in John 15:13 

when He says that “greater love 

has no one than this, that someone 

lay down his life for his friend.” 

This is the kind of love  

that we have been given.  

God loved the world so  

much that He gave us  

Jesus, who loved us so  

much that He died and  

rose. There is no greater  

gift of love. Jesus says so! 

And this love that God  

has given us in Jesus is an  

active love, given so that  

we can give it away. Giv- 

ing is what our steward- 

ship is all about. Giving  

freely of the greater love that 

we have been given! 

The financial gifts we render are 

indeed lesser gifts. It doesn’t 

mean that they aren’t important 

or valuable. But they are lesser 

if they are not connected to 

love. The love they are 

connected to by the Holy Spirit 

is a love that comes from the 

Lord, through us, to others. We 

become a conduit of love that  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

flows out to those who need it, 

involving active service, and. 

financial resources. When taken 

together, packaged in love, 

these simple gifts do amazing 

things! Let’s see together what 

the Lord will do with these 

simple gifts! 

Prayer 

Blessed Lord, we give You but 

Your own in all these gifts we 

bring to You this day and 

throughout this year. Fill our 

heart with a love of the Lord, a 

love of the Gospel, and a love 

for our neighbor that will lead 

us to give of all of ourselves so 

that they may know the extrava-

gant, radical love of God that 

comes in Jesus Christ! Amen.  

St. John Board of Stewardship 

 

” 

“ The Lord wants 
you to know that 
your simple gifts 

are in no way 
simplistic. They 

are glory! But not 
your glory. They 

are His glory.  
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Bulldog Buddies return to St. John School 

by Anita Foor 
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From noon to  
1 p.m., six athletes 
spend time with 
third and fourth 
grade students.  

I 
F YOU HAD CHILDREN or 

grandchildren attending St. 

John School prior to 2020, you 

might recall hearing about 

“Bulldog Buddies.” This was a 

special time when Concordia 

University football athletes 

shared their time with students 

in our school, enjoyed by all! 

We are eager to share that after 

a hiatus in that connection 

during the pandemic; the 

Bulldog Buddies are back, and 

it’s better than ever! 

 

 

 

 

In October, Bulldog Buddies 

began coming to the school 

once each week on Fridays. The 

Bulldog Buddies program will 

involve a total of 15 athletes 

from a variety of teams each 

Friday. From 11 a.m. to noon, 

nine athletes spend time with 

the kindergarten, first, and 

second grade students; and 

from noon to 1 p.m., six 

athletes spend time with third 

and fourth grade students. 

Almost every athletic team that 

calls Concordia home will be 

represented in the program this 

school year. These teams include: 

Baseball 

Cheer 

Cross country 

Dance 

Football 

Golf 

Lifting 

Shooting 

Soccer (men and women) 

Softball 

Tennis 

Track 

Women’s basketball 

During the time that the 

athletes are on St. John’s 

campus, they join in the regular 

classroom events. Bulldog 

Buddies can be found reading 

books with or to students, 

working with small groups on 

academic or social-emotional 

tasks, joining in on recess fun, 

eating lunch, or putting their 

athletic skills to work in a 

physical education class. Most 

importantly, every Bulldog 

Buddy is building a connection 

through relationship with St. 

John elementary students and 

strengthening the partnership in 

ministry between St. John and 

Concordia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We are grateful for all 

Concordia students who 

participate in life at St. John and 

look forward to the positive 

impact of the Bulldog Buddies 

program. We appreciate these 

athletes showing our elementary 

students their leadership skills 

on and off the court/field/

track/course/ and wish all of 

the student athletes at 

Concordia the best in their 

respective season(s) this 

academic year. Go Dawgs! 

” 

“ From 11 a.m. to 
noon, nine athletes 
spend time with the 
kindergarten, first, 
and second grade 

students. 

More School news, page 10 

Direct your Thrivent Choice 

Dollars to St. John. 

 On the Casey’s app, select 

Rewards at the bottom of the 

screen. Select Cash for 

Classrooms and follow the 

directions to choose St. John. 

 Select St. John Lutheran 

Church Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod (Seward) at 

smile.amazon.com. 

 Place your Pac “N” Save 

receipts in the St. John box at 

their store. 

 Download the Box Tops for 

Education app and direct 

your purchase credits to St. 

John. 

Walk This Way to support St. John School through the 

shopping and purchasing you do for your household 



 

 

 

 10 

An estimated 

1,200 food items 

were collected at 

the St. John 

School Food 

Drive on October 

14. The 5th grade 

was the winner of 

the class 

competition for 

items collected. 

The donation 

helped fill the 

shelves at Christ’s 

Cupboard to 

benefit the needy 

of our 

community.   

Student Council sponsors annual 
Christ’s Cupboard food drive 

 School 
 continued from page 9 

T 
HE ST. JOHN YOUTH CHOIR toured in 

October, giving concerts in Grand Island, 

Nebraska; Colorado Springs, Colorado; and 

Lawrence, Kansas. The 27 students in the choir are 

all 7th and 8th graders. Director Paul Soulek, teacher 

Caley Gerth, and Pastor Nathan Scheck traveled 

with the group, along with three Concordia 

student assistants, and two parent drivers (Sarah 

Moore and Brian Cooksey). 

Sing Boldly choir Handbells 

St. John Youth Choir goes  
on tour 
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Wednesdays Join us for chapel at 

8:30 a.m. in the sanctuary 

November 2   Dare2B at 6:30 p.m. 

November 16  Dare2B at 6:30 p.m. 

November 23–25  No School – 

Thanksgiving Break 

February 3  PTL Trivia Night 

Upcoming events at St. 
John Lutheran School 
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Ministry in the CDC building 

by Lisa Aring, Director of Child Development Center 

“ 

” 

Two women’s Bible 
studies meet in our cen-
ter lower level each week 

“ 

” 

The Concordia University 
Early Childhood program 

has a classroom in our 
lower level.  

” 

Our member ladies also 
meet in the quilting room 
and work on blankets for 
the Orphan Grain Train.  

“ 

T 
HE ST. JOHN CHILD 

DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

lead teachers are focusing on 

making our daily ministry 

evident in our classrooms. A 

Christian focus-point when 

looking into the classroom, 

reminders of Jesus throughout 

the classroom, a “sacred place” 

for Jesus-time have been goals 

for the teachers. They all do 

these things but are working to 

make things even more evident. 

Children’s artwork, pictures of 

Jesus, hands-on books, and 

hands-on items are all parts of 

this project. 

While this Christian focus is not 

a secret and has always been 

stressed, there are ministry 

activities that happen in our 

center of which you might not 

be aware. Two women’s Bible 

studies meet in our center lower  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

level each week. One meets on 

Wednesdays and studies the 

church service readings for the 

week. Another meets on Thurs-

days and studies Ruth and Esther. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our member ladies also meet in 

the quilting room and work on 

blankets for the Orphan Grain 

Train. They make an average of 

200 of these a year! They also 

make pillowcase dresses for 

Orphan Grain Train and have 

made baby quilts for the 

Pregnancy Center and Sixpence. 

In the past they have made 

diapers and did the traditional 

quilting. They are busy ladies! 

The Concordia University Early 

Childhood program has a 

classroom in our lower level. 

The room is provided by St. 

John ministry at no charge to 

Concordia. Concordia students 

do some of their early 

childhood practicums in our 

center. It is a privilege to be a 

part of preparing our future 

teachers. 

On our lower level is a room 

for displaying and storing 

Reinhold Marxhausen artwork 

(donated to the Child 

Development Center to be sold 

for playground needs by the 

Marxhausen Family). We have 

people who volunteer and work 

to make this an ongoing project.  

A small part of our lower level 

is dedicated to storage for the 

church records archive. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, ministry group 

meetings are occasionally held 

at the CDC facility. 

We strive to be partners in 

ministry at St. John! 

“ 

” 

There are minis-
try activities that 

happen in our 
center of which 
you might not 

be aware.  

Attendees of the 2nd annual 

women’s retreat are pictured 

here.  

The retreat is becoming a 

popular event. Twenty-one 

women, nine more than last 

year, gathered on October 1, 

2022, at Branched Oak for 

Bible study on the topic of 

Sabbath rest.  

The group also went kayaking, 

and hiked on the trails at 

Branched Oak. A lunch with 

grilled chicken, salads and 

croissants was provided. 

Twenty-one attend women’s retreat 
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Baptisms 

September 24, 2022, Nora LaRhee 

Soflin, daughter of Kevin K. and 

Montana L. (Hayes) Soflin 

October 2, 2022, Lillian Lou Miskle, 

daughter of Benjamin A. and Alycia 

K. (Landon) Miskle (non-member) 

Funerals/Committals 

October 1, 2022, Melvin Eugene Bolte 

at the age of 91 years, 2 months and 

1 day 

October 4, 2022, Larry Henry Carl 

Grothaus at the age of 92 years, 8 

months and 30 days Transfer Out 

Bradley Pohlmann to Christ Lincoln, 

Lincoln, Nebr. Marriage/Reaffirmation 

September 24, 2022, Wendell Bryan 

Watson IV and Kirsten Kay Schmidt  

Transfers In 

(Rev./M) Nathan & Kendra Scheck, 

and Cedric, Marek, Eloise and 

Maisie 

(M/M) David and Marilyn Helmer 

D 
EAR ST JOHN LUTHERAN 

CHURCH, 

Your generosity is a blessing to 

me, personally, and to our 

overall ministry. Thank you so 

much for your donation of 

$3,000 on October 7, 2022.  

October brings cooler temps 

and a reminder that winter is on 

the way. Snow has begun to fall 

in many regions of Alaska. 

However, hearts are warm with 

thoughts of new and seasoned 

teams beginning to plan for 

service next summer. Amazing 

blessings continue to pour 

forth—just like your generosity 

as we continue to proclaim and 

practice the love of Jesus 

throughout Alaska. 

With incredible gratitude, I 

offer my thanks for your 

partnership in the ongoing 

ministry of our Lord through 

AMC. 

Serving with Joy, 

Jan Bruick 

Servant Event Coordinator 

Thank you 
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S 
T. JOHN’S COMMUNITY 

Thanksgiving dinner will be 

held on Thanksgiving Day, 

November 24, at noon. We 

invite the community of Seward 

and surrounding communities 

to join us in the Fellowship 

Hall. We will provide a 

traditional Thanksgiving meal 

including turkey, potatoes, 

salads, and pies. Please bring 

your family and join us for this 

time of thanksgiving. There is 

no cost for this meal. If you 

have questions or need 

assistance attending the meal, 

please contact the church office 

(402-643-2983) by 4 p.m. on 

Tuesday, November 22. 

St. John community Thanksgiving dinner 
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F 
RESH GEORGIA PECANS 

will be available for sale 

each weekend in November 

before/after worship services in 

the West Lobby. Prices remain 

unchanged since 2019 ($11/lb. 

for halves and pieces; $10/bag 

for flavored--milk chocolate, 

dark chocolate, caramel clusters, 

and cinnamon). Start your 

Christmas shopping early and 

support the Alaska Mission 

Team serving in Akiachak, 

Alaska. Contact Jan Bruick  

with any questions: 

janbruick@gmail.com. 

We're nuts about pecans! 

mailto:janbruick@gmail.com
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Email: stjohnseward@yahoo.com 



Budgeted Financial Statement for Period 2 - September 16.67 %
St. John Lutheran Operating Statement
Company#: 1 Name: The Ministry of St. John Lutheran
Fiscal Year Beginning 8/1/2022

Description Budget Annual Budget YTD Actual for Period Actual YTD
Income

GF + PDCBF

  General Fund $2,041,607 $293,139 $122,839 $248,445

  Projected Deficit Cov'd by Faith $250,434 $35,958 $335 $610

TOTAL GF + PDCBF $2,292,041 $329,097 $123,174 $249,055

  SJ Utilities(Hot Lunch) $1,200 $200 $100 $200

  Interest $1,000 $167 $322 $551

  School Tuition & Fees $380,000 $199,258 $33,094 $199,258

  School Other Income $13,000 $2,167 $15,106 $25,608

  CDC Tuition & Fees $774,508 $111,719 $67,402 $131,304

  CDC Other Income $33,000 $5,500 $720 $3,363

  Foundation General Fund $36,000 $36,000 $0 $36,000

  School Scholarship $6,900 $0 $0 $0

  Other Income $2,500 $417 $66 $2,106

Total Income $3,540,149 $684,524 $239,984 $647,445

Expenses

  Elders $41,990 $6,998 $1,491 $6,336

  Evangelism $6,150 $1,025 $401 $1,231

  Finance $11,095 $1,753 $551 $1,073

  Christian Nurture $24,317 $3,220 $2,835 $4,084

  Personnel $2,812,118 $455,527 $229,523 $442,838

  Human Care $3,000 $1,417 $0 $1,159

  Stewardship $2,150 $359 $0 $100

  Trustees $290,885 $33,544 $15,455 $42,847

  Worship $21,255 $3,543 $447 $2,217

  Youth $5,125 $1,271 $1,058 $1,814

  Synod and Mission $144,954 $24,159 $24,159 $24,159

  Circut Ministerial Training $3,000 $0 $0 $0

  Student Ministry $1,375 $229 $219 $219

  CCUNE $8,000 $0 $0 $0

  Child Development Center $102,395 $17,474 $15,087 $18,929

  School $62,340 $25,453 $10,385 $32,072

Total Expenses $3,540,149 $575,971 $301,612 $579,079

Net Surplus/(Deficit) $0 $108,553 ($61,629) $68,366
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