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Proclaiming and Practicing the Love of Christ

The theme of the year for the
Ministry of St. John church,
school, and Child Development
Center: “Walk This Way”
From Pastor Bruick’s Desk . . .

Our life together as we Walk This Way

P

AUL’S LETTER

to the
Philippian Christians is a
book of the Bible that I enjoy
returning to time and time
again due to the encouragement
that God has Paul share with
his brothers and sisters in
Christ in
Philippi.
“There it is!
What a
God’s
guidance
joy it is
that we are to
to read
now look at the
God’s
guidance
interests (the
for the be- needs) of others
lievers in
because of
Philippi!
Jesus in us.”
Paul celebrates with them the advancement of the Good News of
Jesus into their lives and
encourages them to live their
lives in Christ’s life, even if it
may include suffering because
of their faith in Jesus. Then
Paul writes: “So . . .”
1 “So,

if there is any
encouragement in Christ, any
comfort from love, any
participation in the Spirit, any
affection and sympathy,
2 complete my joy by being of

the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord
and of one mind. 3 Do nothing
from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility count
others more significant than
yourselves. 4 Let each of you
look not only to his own
interests, but also to
the interests of others”
(Philippians 2:1-4).
“So . . .,” Paul writes, “if you
are connected in Christ, then
all that you personally receive
from Him should not only fill
you but also needs to then
flow from you into the lives of
others.”
With what did God fill the
Philippians who trusted in Jesus
as their Lord and Savior? The
amazing gifts of
encouragement, comfort,
participation of the Spirit,
affection, and sympathy. These
are also His gifts in your life.
Because of Jesus and His death
and resurrection, these gifts are
present right now in the lives of
believers. Encouragement from
the victory of Jesus. Comfort

from His unconditional love.
Participation or fellowship from
the Holy Spirit indwelling in
you. Affection and sympathy
because Jesus took on human
flesh and became God with us.
So . . . Paul’s guidance for the
Philippians becomes God’s
encouragement for you.
Because God has connected
you and given you new life in
Jesus, then what you are filled
with is not only for you but is
to now flow from you into the
lives of others. Paul writes:
See Bruick, page 2
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 Bruick
continued from page 1
my joy by being of
the same mind, having the same
love, being in full accord and of
one mind. 3 Do nothing from
selfish ambition or conceit, but
in humility count others more
significant than yourselves. 4 Let
each of you look not only to his
own interests, but also to the
interests of others.” There it is!
God’s guidance that we are to
now look at the interests (the
needs) of others because of
Jesus in us.

Walk This Way

2 “Complete

If you have borne with me
through my simple, perhaps
childish illustrations to help
bring this point home in the life
of our congregation, you may
recall a sermon where I had a
large metal funnel. Or, just
recently, I had pictures of
zucchini vines, sweet corn plants,
and salmon. What were those
illustrations for? To remind us
that what God, through Christ,
has put into our lives is to flow
through or grow from us into
service into the lives of others.
Again, no guilt trip! No
shaming! No heavy-handed law
application! No hidden agenda!
Just an honest sharing about
our life together! So, I ask,
“How well is this happening in
our life together?” The answer:

In some places, well! In other
places, all of us could grow in
this area.
I shared in July in a sermon of
the needs that I was aware of
just from conversations that
week. I had learned of the
interests/needs of others in the
areas of: drivers needed for
individuals to get to appointments; Godparent leaders and a
coordinator; cooking for others
in their times of need; blessing
an immigrant family; Sunday
School
teachers
“Does a funnel
for the fall;
need to let
assisting
things
flow
with
through? Does
ushering;
preparing a zucchini vine
communeed to produce
nion; hosts
zucchini? Does
to work in
a salmon need
the Welcome
to be fileted
Center;
individuals and served?”
needed to
work at the County Fair;
adopting Concordia students
when they return to campus;
assisting with work projects
(yard, gardens, simple repairs at
the Child Development Center,
school, and church); becoming
a Stephen Minister; donating to
Christ Cupboard.

Since then, I have also learned
of the interest/needs of others
in the community: volunteer
firefighters needed; 4-H leaders;
and Meals on Wheels.
Then I walked out the front
door of our home and became
aware that my neighbors, right
there on our street, had
interest/needs.
Again, no guilt trip! No
shaming! No heavy-handed law
application! No hidden
agenda! Just an honest
sharing about our life
together. Does a funnel need
to let things flow through?
Does a zucchini vine need to
produce zucchini? Does a corn
plant need to produce sweet
corn? Does a salmon need to
be fileted and served? Does a
Child of God need to look to
the interest/needs of others?
You know the answer . . . and
our neighbor, in the midst of
their needs, is waiting . . . just
like Jesus saw our needs and
humbled Himself to serve you
and me.
Together in our service all
because of Jesus,

National Youth Gathering is a blessing

NYG

by Molly Marroquin

THE 2022 NATIONAL YOUTH
GATHERING, also known as
NYG, is a LCMS sponsored
gathering for 20,000+ Lutheran
teens across the U.S. This
year's gathering was hosted in
Houston, Texas. The gathering

was the best experience I’ve
ever had because the Bible
studies and events were
meaningful to my faith. The St.
John Youth group had a blast
bonding at Galveston Pier, and
the love and kindness of God

was present through every
second I was there. At first, I
went to the gathering because
my parents thought it was a
good idea. However, in
preparation for the event we
See NYG, page 3
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had youth gatherings,
fundraisers, and the monthly
Bible studies for the attendees,
which made it stop being just
something my parents wanted
me to do. The gathering ended
up being the best experience I
have ever had! Every morning
started with a Bible study led by
two people. The two group
leaders had a great dynamic and
seemed to have very different
experiences, which really helped
the study flow. During the day,
kids had the opportunity to
attend multiple sessions. The
sessions were all very well put
together. There seemed to be a
session for everyone, with
topics including LGBTQ+ ,
healthy relationships, and even
comedy shows and concerts.
The best part of every day was
by far the mass event at Minute
Maid Park. A concert and

“The
gathering
ended up
being the
best experience I have
ever had!”

National Youth Gathering

Molly
Marroquin

message was held every
night. During the songs,
kids would get out their
flashlights, dance, clap,
or sing along. It was
amazing seeing and hearing
20,000 Christians worshiping
God all together. One night, the
Grammy-nominated band For
King and Country even did a fullon concert! Another fun thing
some church groups did was a
day at Galveston pier. Our
group went on the first day
and had an
amazing
“I urge all
time. The
Lutheran
ocean was
youth to be
so fun and
part of this
there was
once in a
plenty of
lifetime
stuff to
experience
do. However, the
next time it
best part comes around.”

of the trip for me was the
people. I have never in my life
experienced so much kindness
in one place. From some of my
closest friends, to a stranger
crossing the street, the kindness
was almost overwhelming. I
would more than just recommend for teens to attend
the next gathering. I urge
all Lutheran youth to be
part of this once in a lifetime
experience next time it comes
around. I learned so much
about my faith on this trip. It
helped me realize how kindness can truly matter, and that
in those small acts of kindness
we see God in all things!

Six NYG chaperones and their daughters are pictured here. Front row: Lily and Jessica Brashear;
Tina and Molly Marroquin. Back row: Ella, Angela, and Hannah Butjer; Kelsey, Rachel, and Mikayla Miller;
Addison and Shanna Opfer; Kelley and Kennedy Limback

4

And your ears shall hear
a word behind you,
saying, “This is the way,
walk in it,” when you
turn to the right or when
you turn to the left.

Walk This Way to a new school year
by Anita Foor

S

T. JOHN FACULTY AND STAFF

St. John Lutheran School

will eagerly and
enthusiastically welcome
students back into our halls and
classrooms on Wednesday,
August 17, for the 138th first
day of school at St. John.
Before that fun and special day
arrives, there is one item that all
students – no matter their grade
– will find from their supply list
in preparation for the new year.
Can you think of what it is?
Gym shoes! Non-marking, to
be specific.
As this year begins, that
particular school supply stands
out in light of this year’s
ministry theme. The 2022-2023
academic year will begin and
continue with the reminder of
the way in which our Heavenly
Father hopes we all choose to
use our shoes … or boots … or
bare feet … to walk – in the
footsteps of His Son.
Each year, we, as individual
members of the Ministry of St.
John, participate in, coordinate,
and/or help with hundreds of
opportunities to walk in the way
Christ walks. Together, we help

achieve and advance the
mission of our ministry: to
proclaim and practice the love
of Christ. This school year,
students, their families, and the
faculty and staff of St. John
School will do just that also!
As we begin a new school year,
we do so joining together as
one school
body after
“ . . . the way in
the
which
our Heavcountless
enly Father
individual
hopes we all
experichoose to use
ences we
have had
our shoes … or
over the
boots … or bare
summer:
feet … to walk
lessons
– in the footand infor- steps of His Son.”
mation
learned, books read, growth,
experiences – both challenging
and fun, reflections on the past
school year, and maybe even
some new goals set for the
upcoming one. As the doors of
our building open this school
year, we all – parents, students,
congregation members,
teachers, administrators, staff –
can ask ourselves: How will I

use where I’ve been and what I’ve
learned to choose to walk in His
way this school year?
There is a lot of newness in the
faces of our school this year.
We welcome new students and
families, new teachers, new
classroom aides, a new
principal, new facilities
personnel, and new
kitchen personnel. And for all
of us, it’s a new year.
New school years are a little
like a new calendar year in that
we can pause to look around
us and observe all that has
changed and all that has stayed
the same. We can know with
certainty that in all the
newness, Christ – and our
choice to walk with Him – are
constant. As we each ponder
the ways in which we can
engage, support, volunteer, and
work in St. John School, may
we also pause and quietly listen
to the voices we hear, and cling
to the One we know is holy so
that in every moment of every
day – in the school building and
out of it – we may walk this
See School, page 5
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way – walk His way. More
importantly, may we constantly
hear clearly when we are asked
to walk His way by supporting
with grace and love those who
are struggling to hear His voice.

Sometimes the best times to
truly proclaim and practice the
love of Christ is when we are
active in the lives of others who
may not know, or may have
forgotten, Christ’s love. Please

pray over the school faculty,
staff, and students, that they
may be engaged daily in walking
Christ’s way to serve others and
grow the body of Christ.

Walk This Way to the doors of St. John

W

St. John School (continued)

GOD for
providing the faculty and
staff who guide students daily in
all aspects of their educational
experience. We give a warm
welcome to the following
faculty joining us for the first
time in their new roles:
 Miss Barb Mertens,
school principal
 Miss Katie Krause,
2nd grade teacher
 Mrs. Rebekah Blanco,
4th grade teacher for 22-23
 Cortni Fern
school cook
E PRAISE

We also praise God for those
who choose St. John for
Christian education in our
school. Current class enrollment
numbers are as follows:
Kindergarten – 18
1st Grade – 18
2nd Grade – 22
3rd Grade – 21
4th Grade – 14
5th Grade – 23
6th Grade – 19
7th Grade – 21
8th Grade – 18
Total Enrollment: 174

Walk This Way for upcoming events
at St. John Lutheran School
August 8 – 12
August 17
Wednesdays
September 5
September 19
September 19 & 20

Home visits
First day of school! Early dismissal; join us for
opening chapel
Join us for chapel at 8:30 a.m. in the sanctuary
Labor Day – no school
Faculty workday – no school
Parent/Teacher Conferences

If you know someone who
would benefit from learning
daily how to walk in the way of
Christ, please reach out to them
and encourage them to set up a
visit with Miss Mertens.

Installation of new
school and CDC
faculty will be held
on Sunday, August
14, at both services:
Barb Mertens,
Principal
Katie Krause,
2nd grade teacher
Rebekah Blanco,
4th grade teacher
Grace Huesmann,
lead teacher at CDC

Walk This Way to support St. John School through the
shopping and purchasing you do for your household
Direct your Thrivent Choice
Dollars to St. John.
 On the Casey’s app, select
Rewards at the bottom of the
screen. Select Cash for
Classrooms and follow the
directions to choose St. John.

 Select St. John Lutheran
Church Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod (Seward) at
smile.amazon.com.
 Place your Pac “N” Save
receipts in the St. John box at
their store.

 Download the Box Tops for
Education app and direct
your purchase credits to St.
John.
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New teacher at the Child Development Center
by Lisa Aring, Director, St. John Child Development Center

T

CDC is
excited to welcome Grace
Huesmann as a lead teacher
teaching preschool
beginning with the fall
session in August. Grace
has been a familiar face
to our ministry’s center.
She has worked in a
variety of classrooms
since her freshman year
at Concordia University.

Meet Grace
Huesmann

HE ST. JOHN

Grace graduated with the class
of 2022 with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Early
Childhood Education. Along
with that degree she comes with
four years of experience in two
different Lutheran Early
Childhood Centers.
Grace is an energetic teacher
who exemplifies joy in, and
deep commitment to teaching
children about Jesus. She
describes her classroom as

being a safe environment
that is warm, welcoming,
and encouraging with
students’ work, classroom
content, and models of
Christ visible. Grace
expresses a strong desire
for a safe classroom so all
students in it will be ready
to learn. Grace articulates a
value of tactile learning to
help students experience
what they are learning
about and describes herself
as striving to be aware and
mindful of how she works
in her classroom so that she
is attentive to the needs of
all students at all learning levels,
and can help each receive the
help needed for their own
growth and learning.
Grace enjoys being outside and
interacting with nature. She has
enjoyed cross country, track,

acapella choir, music, and
drama. She values being part of
a team where teammates rely on
one another, motivate, and
encourage one another, and
support each other with ideas,
words, and prayer.

Welcoming the college students
by Jack Swanson

Student Ministry

T

for a
business, seeking new
customers, is to get them
through the door. We have all
been exposed to the methods
that can be used. Sending out a
sale notice, offering a free gift,
or having an open house event,
are only three of the most
popular tricks. And, once you
get them across the threshold
for the first time, you want to
make them feel welcome and
comfortable about coming
again. Indeed, St. John Lutheran
is not a business, but the
Student Ministry Board does
admit to using similar
HE FIRST PRIORITY

techniques to welcome and
attract
Concordia
“Once the
students.

watermelon and

During
donuts get the
the first
students in the
two weekchurch, it
ends after
becomes the
school
responsibility
of
starts,
the congregathere will
tion to make
be sweet
them feel
rolls and
welcome and
donuts
appreciated.”
outside
the church’s
east entrance after the worship
services. In addition, the board

will have a table on campus, to
serve watermelon and
promote worship at St.
John Lutheran on the Friday
of Launch Weekend for new
students.
However, once the watermelon and donuts get the
students in the church, it
becomes the responsibility of
the congregation to make them
feel welcome and appreciated.
The Adopt-a-Student program
is your first opportunity; warm
winter clothing is collected in
October and November;
homemade cookies are
See Welcome, page 7
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Katie Krause: the love of teaching
by Sara Endorf

New 2nd grade teacher

Katie Krause is our new 2nd
grade teacher who was called to
the position after Connie Meyer
retired at the end of the last
school year. Hailing from
Rockford, Illinois, she taught in
the Rockford area her
entire teaching career:
at Rockford Lutheran
School, Mt. Olive
Lutheran Church
Christian Arts
Institute, and
Concordia Lutheran School, all
in different capacities as
teacher. She has taught all ages
from two to 18 as a classroom
teacher, specialty teacher,
private instructor, and has also
served in administration.
She comes from a family of
church workers. Her dad was a
pastor until he was called home
to Jesus, her mom is a retired
teacher
and
“She attributes
church
musician.
her love of
One sister
teaching to
is with
those she grew
LCMS
up around:
Missions,
‘fantastic,
serving the
faithful
Lord in
examples’”
Germany
and the
other is serving with her
husband at his first pastoral call
in Illinois.

She attributes her love
of teaching to those she
grew up around:
“fantastic, faithful
examples who modeled
for me what being a
faithful, caring, skilled
educator looks like.”
They enabled her to
develop and practice
teaching skills before
she even set foot on
Concordia’s campus.
Not only were these
people her mentors, but
also coworkers as she
had opportunity to
work alongside them in
Lutheran education.
They are cherished and special
times in her life.
She’s not new to Seward; she
lived here during her time at
Concordia, but otherwise lived
most of her childhood and
adulthood in Rockford.
“I’m excited to be a part
of this community and getting
to work with the people on the
St. John team. I’m so excited
to meet my students and to get
to know them! And I love how
valued music is here, too!” she
said. She loves to include
music and art into all subjects
in her classroom, though her
favorite part about teaching is
the connections that are made,
as she shared, in particular “…
academic connections when the

light bulb clicks on and a
concept finally makes sense;
social connections when we’re
celebrating together or working
through hard things together or
laughing together; and especially
faith connections when we
study Scripture together and see
how God is working in our lives
and we share the Gospel good
news with one another and the
people around us.”
Outside of school, she can be
found making music, being
creative, gardening, trying new
recipes (gluten-free and dairyfree, specifically), listening to
podcasts and reading.
Welcome to St. John, Katie
Krause!

 Welcome
continued from page 6
provided in December, during
finals week; and during the
Christmas Break, meals are
provided for the members of
the basketball teams.

In the description of the last
judgment in Matthew 25:35, we
read “For I was hungry and you
gave me food, I was thirsty and
you gave me drink, I was a

stranger and you welcomed
me,” and in 25:40 we are told,
“Truly, I say to you, as you did
it to one of the least of these my
brothers, you did it to me.”
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Rebekah Blanco: experienced and eager
by Marlene Block

A new teacher will soon open
the classroom door to 4th grade
students at St. John. Rebekah
Dorn Blanco has accepted the
call to serve for the upcoming
school year.
Rebekah comes with much
teaching experience and an
eager heart for sharing God’s
word and the love of Jesus with
children.

New 4th grade teacher

Seward has been her home
since 2018, but she has lived
and worked in a number of
other cities. Big Rapids,
Michigan, was her childhood
home until college
years. Her father
was a pastor and
mother a teacher in
the small college
town where she
and her two
brothers lived an
idyllic childhood of
canoeing and tubing on the
river that ran through Big
Rapids, camping, and practicing
the piano and flute.
At Valparaiso University
Rebekah majored in
elementary education with a
reading
endorseShe leaped into
ment. High- life at St. John—
lights were
joining the
worshipchoir, playing
ping at the
the flute, becomChapel
and spend- ing a Stephen
Minister,
ing a semester abroad volunteering at
Christ Cupboard,
in Camattending Bible
bridge,
studies, and
England,
where she substituting at
traveled
St. John School.

England and parts of
Europe.
Rebekah taught in the
primary grades in
Lutheran schools in
New Haven,
Michigan; Crystal
Lake, Illinois;
Rockford, Illinois;
Menasha, Wisconsin;
and Albuquerque,
New Mexico, for 30
years. While in
Wisconsin, she earned
her Lutheran
Teachers Diploma
from Concordia
University Wisconsin.
While at Immanuel
Lutheran School in
Albuquerque, Rebekah’s life
took a dramatic change. One
Sunday in November a guest
preacher occupied the pulpit.
As was frequent, Rebekah
played the flute for the service.
Before the service, she was
introduced to the guest
preacher: Charles (Chuck)
Blanco of Seward, Nebraska.
They greeted each other briefly.
After church Rebekah made her
way to Bible class and sat
down beside a chair on
which rested a Bible, awaiting
its owner (unknown to her) to
be seated. Charles Blanco came
to occupy that chair, and the
two struck up a conversation.
They corresponded via email
until spring, when Chuck again
visited in-person, and a twoyear relationship began,
resulting in engagement and
marriage in March 2018.
Moving to Seward reminded
Rebekah of the small college

town of her childhood, and she
welcomed returning to the
Midwest. She leaped into life at
St. John—joining the choir,
playing the flute, becoming a
Stephen Minister, volunteering
at Christ Cupboard, attending
Bible studies, and substituting at
St. John School. With such a
full and satisfying life, what led
Rebekah to accept the call to
teach fulltime for the coming
year? She answers, “Need. I
recognized that there was a
need that I might fill. It also
seemed to be the time to once
again have my own classroom
and get to know the students.”
Rebekah’s experience and
eagerness will guide her to be at
home in the classroom, where
she has once again been called
into service.
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Looking ahead to fall—Christian Nurture dates

Christian
Nurture

T

prepare your
schedule to make room for
faith nurturing opportunities,
here is a list of start-up dates,
registration links and pertinent
information.
O HELP YOU

Sunday School
(2 yrs. old – 6th grade)
 Rally Day, date TBD
will be held outside; including
lunch and activities
 Registration table in narthex
first three Sundays in August

Confirmation

Midweek School

(for all 7th and 8th graders)
 Orientation Wed. Aug. 24,
6:30-7:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
 Confirmation for kids in the
public schools begins Wed.,
August 31, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
 Confirmation for the St. John
kids will begin in school the
week of August 22

(3rd-6th grades - Non St. John
School students)
 Orientation: Tue., Sept. 6,
6-7 p.m., school cafeteria;
includes a meal
 First Class: Wed., Sept. 7,
3:45-5 p.m., various classrooms

Bible Night (2nd grade)

First Communion

 Tues., Aug. 30, 6-7:30 p.m.,
fellowship hall; includes a meal

 Training Sundays, dates TBD
 First Communion , date TBD

Keep Connected Program
 More information to come

Youth

Looking ahead to fall—youth dates
Godparents

Dare2B (7th and 8th grades)

 Kick-Off Wednesday, August 31, 6 p.m.
fellowship hall; includes a meal

 First meeting to welcome new 7th graders Wednesday, September 7, 6:30-8 p.m.,
fellowship hall

 First Godparent meetings (9th – 12th grades)
Wednesday, September 7, in leaders' homes

Looking ahead to fall—Bible studies

Women’s Bible studies
fall 2022

Topic: Jesus in Genesis: Through intertestamental study, explore how God reveals and
completes His plan of salvation through Jesus
Christ

Leader: Betsy Werner (402-641-9015)
or betsykwerner@gmail.com

Date and Time: Mondays, 7 p.m.
Location: Betsy's home – 903 N. 2nd St.

———————
Topic: Lectionary Study of the readings for the
next weekend’s worship

Leader: Deaconess Juanita Ebert (643-4418)
or jmebert20@gmail.com

Date and Time: Wednesdays, 10 a.m.,
starting after Labor Day

Location: Child Development Center Quilting
Room

Topic: Grace is Greater (by Kyle Idleman)
Leader: Phyllis Mol, (810-569-6414)
or phyllismol@sbcglobal.net
Date and Time: Mondays, 1-3 p.m.
Start date: Monday, Septrmber 12 (7 weeks)

Location: Heritage Room

———————
Topic: WDTM? Catechism Class (Soon to begin
the Lord's Prayer)

Leader: Gretchen Gebhardt (402-643-6989)
or gebhardt2@windstream.net
Date and Time: Tuesday, 9 a.m.
March-November

Location:
Heritage Room
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The unexpected
by Jan Bruick

Akiachak, Alaska

A

S LIFE IS OUR TEACHER,

one never knows how a
day will go from morning to
night. At least that was my
thought on June 23 when my
husband, Scott, asked me to
join the St. John, Seward team
serving in Akiachak, Alaska,
with only 12 hours of notice.
Two original members of the
team had to unexpectedly
cancel their travel plans. I
prayed quickly and then
purchased a plane ticket at
9 p.m. for a flight departing
Omaha at 1:30 p.m. the
following day. Thankfully,
packing went quickly, and
before I could soak in “what
just happened,” I was unexpectedly on a plane to Minneapolis
and traveling on to Anchorage.
While not a stranger to this
Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta
village, my last trip (#5) was in
2016 to serve with Bible and
Basketball camps, and now, six
years later, I was in the village
for that same purpose—sharing
the Hope we have in Jesus our
Savior. Our Nebraska
congregation has been building

ministry relationships in
Akiachak since 2010. However,
the pandemic caused a threeyear pause to in-person mission
service. Needless to say, this
team was excited while anxious,
as 7 of 11 people were new
team members experiencing
bush Alaska for the first time.
My position as Servant Event
Coordinator for Alaska Mission for
Christ
“. . . he crafted
(AMC)
an unexpected
began in
“Easter
Hope”
August,
devotional that
2017.
Many
brought the
hours are
team to tears
spent in
during a
front of
somber village
my comcemetery visit.”
puter preparing for each team’s needs
with little opportunity for faceto-face impact. This unexpected
trip renewed me in service with
a “boots on the ground” effort.
I was able to see the fruits of
this team’s labor and planning
as well as their quick adaptation
to a new culture.

Unexpected blessings poured
forth throughout the week.
Here are a few of my
observations:
 I watched a 16-year old team
volunteer step into a vacated
one-man-band role. He took
the reins and led with
boldness, keeping us
lighthearted with his ukulele
music and quick quips. His
role on the team far
exceeded his musical
talents when he crafted an
unexpected “Easter Hope”
devotional that brought the
team to tears during a somber
village cemetery visit.
 Other team members shone
brightly using their
unexpected abilities to write
Bible drama scripts on the fly
and by creating extra crafts
using the overflowing box of
yarn left from a previous year.
 One new team member
suggested ending the time in
the village with a “village walkabout” to hand out snacks
and share one last reminder
that they are loved by Jesus…
and by our team. Many hugs
and laughs were shared
throughout the two-hourlong walk. We could have
missed a key opportunity to
connect and build relationships
had this idea not come forth.

 An abundant subsistence
fishing season was underway
when we arrived. The village’s
Moravian pastor
unexpectedly gifted the team
with a king and sockeye
St. John volunteers with the Akiachak villagers

See Alaska, page 11
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 Alaska
continued from page 10
salmon along with canned
salmon, and dried salmon
sticks. Fresh salmon—what
an unexpected and delicious
treat! With that blessing came
the unexpected trade-off that
the men in charge of
the school boilers were
not available due to
subsistence fishing
needs. This resulted in a
minor inconvenience of
no hot water for
showers or dishes for
those 10 days, but by
the end of the week, our
team cook deadpanned: “I
believe we’ve used up all of
the cold water.”
 Scott and I were treated to
our 35th wedding anniversary
meal in bush Alaska style

with lunch in the “Akiachak
Restaurant” (which was a
separate
class“The village’s
room
Moravian passpace
tor unexpectedly
since
gifted the team
there
are no with a king and
restau- sockeye salmon.
rants in Fresh salmon—
the
what an unexvillage). pected and
The
delicious treat!”
team
serenaded us and treated us
to a delicious “private” lunch.
After an exhausting week for
the team, an elder rose early
from sleep to surprise us at the
stone runway before boarding
our bush plane flights back to

Bethel. She shared her love and
hugs as we all choked out a
teary “till we meet again.”
My schedule changed on June
23 in those quick 12 hours of
preparation before my initial
flight, but I would say God
changed me even more after
serving with fellow teammates
who gave their all in love for
their neighbor in Akiachak.
They served to give God the
praise and glory for His
unexpected gifts showered
upon each of us daily. As I
share with every team, serve
with “organized flexibility.” It
was that and more! God was in
the midst of this week of
unexpected blessings.

Volunteers provide feedback on Akiachak

Akiachak (continued)

F

realization of the fact we humans
don't really do anything, rather it
is God and God alone that does.
We fail constantly on earth, but
God makes things right and
perfect. While we may not be
able to serve Akiachak 24/7,
God can and will continually
bless that community. We are
merely conduits for His Word.
Realizing this made leaving much
easier because I know that all the
people I got to know and love
"AMC does an excellent job of
are not only in good hands, but
matching mission groups to
in God's perfect and gracious
villages and helping to coordinate
hands." (Martin Albright)
many of the logistics. Alaska
certainly has a friend in
"I reconnected with an 11-yearAMC." (Pat Piskorski)
old young man, who I hadn't
seen since he was 7. He told me
"This is sort of a general story
he prays all the time - that really
that affected both me and the
made an impact on me. Seeds we
community, but it's the near-full
OLLOWING ARE SOME

observations from members
of the St. John team who recently
shared and witnessed God’s love
in Akiachak. Jan Bruick, Servant
Event Coordinator for Alaska
Mission for Christ (AMC) sums
it up, “God's blessings flow in
unexpected ways through our
teams to impact their lives, as
well as those who call Alaska
their home!”

planted four years ago have
blossomed, by God's grace. It
was an emotional moment!"
(Mike Meyer)
"I led a devotion at the end of
our open gym for high schoolers
through adults. I would ask
questions to engage people in the
study. At the beginning of the
week, no one would respond.
However, through the week as
the devotions and our
relationships developed, the
devotions started to create open
dialogue. It was a blessing to
share the good news of what
Jesus has done for us with
friends who are willing to listen
and respond." (Clyde Ericson)
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Report of 2022 Nebraska District Convention

T

NEBRASKA DISTRICT
Convention was held June
24-25 in Kearney, Nebraska,
under the theme Growing
Building Reaching. St. John
member David Coe was the
keynote speaker; Mike
Mettenbrink was St. John’s lay
delegate.
HE

Mike commented, “It was a
privilege to represent St John,
Seward, at the LCMS Nebraska
District convention and to be a
voting delegate on our
congregation’s behalf. The
Nebraska District will continue
to be a blessing through its
members and congregations.”

Convention summary
Theme

Nebraska District Convention

Growing + Building + Reaching
“Rather, speaking the truth in
love, we are to grow up in every
way into him who is the head,
into Christ, from whom the
whole body, joined and held
together by every joint with
which it is equipped, when each
part is working properly, makes
the body grow so that it builds
itself up in love” (Ephesians
4:15-16).

Registered attendees
294 voting delegates, 72
advisory delegates, 92 guests
and staff members

Keynote speaker
Rev. Dr. David Coe, assistant
professor of theology at
Concordia University, Nebraska

Synod representatives
Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison,
LCMS President; Rev. Nabil
Nour, LCMS Fourth VicePresident

Offering
$4,421 designated to support
campus ministry in the
Nebraska District

Elections
District President: Rev.
Richard Snow (third term)
Vice-Presidents: Rev. Michael
Awe, Hope, South Sioux City,

first vice-president (first term—
previously appointed to serve a
vacancy as third vice-president);
Rev. James Moshier, Trinity,
Arapahoe, second vicepresident (first term); Rev.
James Rasmussen, Divine
Shepherd, Omaha, third vicepresident (first term); Rev. Scott
Bruick, St. John, Seward, fourth
vice-president (first term—
previously appointed to serve a
vacancy as fourth vicepresident)
District Secretary: Rev. B.J.
Fouts, St. John, Battle Creek
(first term—previously
appointed to serve a vacancy as
Secretary
Board of Directors: Linda
Ahrens (Grand Island), James
Conner (Holstein), Ellen Lund
(Fremont), Josh Moenning
(Norfolk), and Paul Schudel
(Omaha)
Holding current terms on the
Board of Directors until 2025:
James Kovac (Beaver Crossing),
Deborah Sunderman (Norfolk),
Bruce Wall (Schuyler), and
Kevin Warneke (Omaha)
Completing terms on the Board
of Directors: Paul Berger
(Kearney), David Knorr
(Humboldt), Rev. Craig
Niemeier (Worms), Rev. David

Ohlman (Polk), Rev. Jim
Rasmussen (Omaha), Andrew
Rohwer (Kearney), Virginia
Von Seggern (Orchard), Steve
Trusty (Council Bluffs), and
Rev. Karl Ziegler (Papillion)
Nominations Committee:
Harlan Anson (Staplehurst),
Rev. Kenton Birtell (Holdrege),
Rev. Jeff Bloom (Lincoln), Rev.
Robert Kuefner (Lexington),
Linda Reiser (Grand Island),
Glenn Van Velson (North
Platte), Kent Warneke
(Norfolk)
Constitution Committee:
Kurth Brashear (Seward), Rev.
Andrew Gerike (Omaha), Rev.
Caleb Kruse (Elkhorn), and
Matthew Stueber (Lincoln)
Board of Regents, Concordia
University, Nebraska: Krista
Barnhouse (Lincoln), Ryan
Burger (Lincoln), Rev. Doug
Gaunt (Kearney), and Dick
Helms (Arapahoe)
Synod Committee for
Convention Nominations:
Byron Hanson (Kearney), with
Kim Cornett (Wisner) to serve
as alternate
Full information on election
counts, resolutions, and
Convention media can be found
at https://ndlcms.org/
convention-news/
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Simple Gifts. These “Simple
Gifts” devotions in our monthly
newsletter emphasize that
stewardship is “not simply a
function of doing business in the

local congregation,” but an “act of
worship” that flows from what
God has done for us in Jesus.
With titles such as “The gift of the
Gospel” and “God’s gift of life,”

they are based on the theme of
“gift.” We pray that you will be
enriched by God’s Word shared
in “Simple Gifts.”

A variety of gifts
“Now there are varieties of gifts,
but the same Spirit; and there are
varieties of service, but the same
Lord; and there are varieties of
activities, but it is the same God
who empowers them all in
everyone. To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good” (1 Corinthians

Stewardship

12:4-7).
“What good am I?” That was
the question that 94-year-old
Hulda asked her pastor. She had
lived a hard life that had taken
its toll on her. Her body was
worn out from 75 years of
farming. Her heart was broken
because of her daughter’s
impending death due to cancer.
She couldn’t drive. She couldn’t
get to church. The trip from her
bed to the kitchen
table was about all
she could do for the
morning.

Official acts

In answer to her
question, her pastor
wove her arthritic

Funerals/Committals
June 10, 2022, Norma Ann Duer at
the age of 86 years, 8 months and
24 days
June 12, 2022, Steven Ray
Brandenburg at the age of 66 years,
4 months and 17 days
June 21, 2022, Aaron Samuel Rathje at
the age of 38 years, 11 months and
9 days
June 25, 2022, Edward Henry Arthur
Mueller at the age of 85 years, 5
months and 4 days

hands into a folded position. He
asked her if she would pray for
him, the work of Trinity
Lutheran Church and the
Church at
large. He “Every person,
told her
young or old,
that if she
veteran or
did that,
rookie in the
she was
faith, has gifts
doing
to be used for
work that
the kingdom.
many
They are not
could not.
the
same. But
Her
those
simple
shocked
response gifts are there!”
came, “I do that every night …
IN GERMAN!”
Every person, young or old,
veteran or rookie in the faith,
has gifts to be used for the
kingdom. They are not the
same. But those simple gifts are
there!
You may not even know what
those gifts are. Allowing the
Holy Spirit to move you to
generosity of your service or

talents, your financial giving,
shows His working through you
for the common good.
Ask the Lord to guide you
today and in the coming
days as you consider your
commitment to the work of the
Lord in this place called St.
John Lutheran Church, Seward,
Nebraska, as well as in your
daily doings in your community
and with your neighbors. Pray
that the Holy Spirit would move
you beyond your comfort zone,
knowing that the Lord gives His
simple gifts to you for the sake
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ!
Prayer
Lord, as You moved Hulda to
serve within her limitations,
remove any barrier that may
exist in my life that would
prevent me from being a
faithful steward of the Gospel.
Lead me to pray, to give and to
live in such a way that, through
me and my fellow Christians,
others see Jesus. Amen.

Funerals/Committals
June 29, 2022, Janice Marlene
Goldsmith at the age of 76 years, 7
months and 27 days

Transfers In
Wayne & Mary Reetz
Josie Scholl
Barb Mertens

Baptisms
July 2, 2022, George Roger Gremel,
son of Benjamin D. and Emma J.B.
(Bartels) Gremel (non-member)
July 17, 2022, Palmer Leigh Leick,
daughter of Tanner F. and Kaleigh
P. (Mueller) Leick

Transfer Out
Kara Schlueter to St. Stephens
Lutheran Church, Liberty, Mo.
Marriage/Reaffirmation
July 15, 2022, Charles Gebhardt and
Mary Zach

The Ministry of St. John Lutheran Church
www.stjohnseward.org

Church

919 North Columbia Avenue
Seward, Nebraska 68434
402 643 2983

School

877 North Columbia Avenue
Seward, Nebraska 68434
402 643 4535

Child Development Center
1053 North Columbia Avenue
Seward, Nebraska 68434
402 643 3122

Saint John Staff . . .
Scott Bruick, Pastoral Leader
scott.bruick@stjohnseward.org
Nathan Scheck, Associate Pastor
nathan.scheck@stjohnseward.org
Jeri Morrison, Deaconess
jeri.morrison@stjohnseward.org
David Rempfer, Pastor for Visitation and Pastoral Care
david.rempfer@stjohnseward.org
Tim Rippstein, Director of Christian Education
tim.rippstein@stjohnseward.org
Paul Soulek, Director of Parish and School Music
paul.soulek@stjohnseward.org

Newsletter staff
Co-editors
Marlene Block
Shirley Liesener
Copy editor
Richard Zwick
Photographer
Deborah Lang-Preuss

Staff writers
Jenny Krause
Sara Endorf
Jack Swanson
Anita Foor
Jenny Brinkmeyer
Abigail Brinkmeyer

Barbara Mertens, Principal of St. John School
barb.mertens@stjohnseward.org
Lisa Aring, Director of Child Development Center
lisa.aring@stjohnseward.org
Cathy Brase, Business Manager
cathy.brase@stjohnseward.org
Ron Aring, Facilities Manager
ron.aring@stjohnseward.org

Deadline for September newsletter is August 25, 5 p.m.
Email: stjohnseward@yahoo.com

Budgeted Financial Statement for Period 11 - June 91.67 %
St. John Lutheran Operating Statement
Company#: 1 Name: The Ministry of St. John Lutheran
Fiscal Year Beginning 8/1/2021

Description
Income

Budget Annual

Budget YTD

Actual for Period

Actual YTD

$2,005,072

$1,848,577

$153,924

$1,771,848

$159,588

$147,133

$245

$15,140

$2,164,660

$1,995,710

$154,169

$1,786,988

$1,200

$1,100

$0

$1,000

GF + PDCBF
General Fund
Projected Deficit Cov'd by Faith
TOTAL GF + PDCBF
SJ Utilities(Hot Lunch)
Interest

$1,000

$917

$98

$947

School Tuition & Fees

$330,000

$324,000

$14,491

$353,150

School Other Income

$13,000

$11,917

$10,007

$58,404

CDC Tuition & Fees

$719,668

$640,208

$90,572

$643,286

CDC Other Income

$30,000

$27,500

$1,627

$33,011

Foundation General Fund

$36,000

$36,000

$0

$36,000

School Scholarship

$10,721

$10,721

$0

$13,197

$2,500

$2,292

$25

$1,811

$3,308,749

$3,050,364

$270,988

$2,927,794

$39,685

$36,378

$1,646

$26,297

$6,150

$5,638

($22)

$4,568

Finance

$11,415

$10,505

$579

$9,084

Christian Nurture

$10,750

$9,871

$252

$6,743

Other Income
Total Income
Expenses
Elders
Evangelism

Personnel

$2,625,689

$2,406,064

$231,140

$2,311,484

Human Care

$4,100

$3,925

$53

$708

Stewardship

$2,150

$1,971

$0

$279

Trustees

$272,930

$254,127

$31,579

$299,834

Worship

$20,025

$18,356

$3,661

$17,418

Youth

$5,000

$4,625

$6

$2,330

$142,360

$130,497

$11,863

$130,497

Circut Ministerial Training

$3,000

$3,000

$0

$3,000

Student Ministry

$1,375

$1,260

$297

$415

CCUNE

$8,000

$8,000

$0

$16,000

Child Development Center

$96,570

$88,418

$8,789

$85,791

School

$59,550

$55,974

($244)

$48,735

$3,308,749

$3,038,610

$289,599

$2,963,182

$0

$11,754

($18,610)

($35,388)

$0

$0

$0

$621

TOTAL COVID

$0

$0

$0

$621

Net Surplus/(Deficit)

$0

$11,754

($18,610)

($34,767)

Synod and Mission

Total Expenses
Revenue-Expenses
COVID
COVID Supplies/Misc
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