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From Pastor Scheck’s Desk . . . 

Welcoming angels? 
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D o not neglect to show 

hospitality to strangers, for 

thereby some have entertained 

angels unawares (Hebrews 13:2). 

Hospitality is a strangely 

neglected virtue in the 

preaching of the church. I can 

recall many a sermon on greed, 

chastity, love, or forgiveness, 

but not so many on welcoming 

and providing for strangers. 

That’s what hospitality means 

in the New Testament: Philo-

xenia, quite literally, “love of 

the stranger.” It is among the 

chief Christian virtues in the New 

Testament. Paul ranks 

hospitality right alongside 

charity, “Contribute to the needs 

of the saints and seek to show 

hospitality” (Romans 12:13). It 

is a requirement of pastors and 

elders (1 Timothy 3:2, Titus 

1:8), and widows who would be 

received into the financial care 

of congregations (1 Timothy 

5:10). Peter exhorts us to love 

by showing “hospitality to one 

another without grumbling” (1 

Peter 4:9). The author of 

Hebrews summons us to love 

the stranger with the promise 

that some have thereby 

unwittingly brought into their 

homes and dined with the very 

angels of God. 

I’m sorry to disappoint you, 

but I’m afraid that’s not who 

you’ve been welcoming these 

past two weeks. All the 

evidence seems to indicate that 

I’m not an angel. Sorry. 

Nevertheless, the hospitality 

you’ve shown me and my 

family these past few weeks has 

truly been a foretaste of The 

Feast to Come: selfless, 

surprising, and beyond all 

reasonable measure. The 

kindness you expressed in 

letters of welcome, the 

generosity of your gifts, the 

literal labor of love that you 

painted on the walls of our 

home have brought us in and 

made us family. It’s simply not 

possible to fully express our 

gratitude. Thank you. As 

strangers to you, to Seward, 

and to Nebraska we did not 

deserve such welcome, and yet 

we received it. It was grace. 

Pure and simple. 

For welcoming the stranger is 

exactly that: grace, a gift given 

to the undeserving. Christian 

hospitality is the social 

expression of the same grace 

God has shown us in Christ. 

Though we were all strangers 

to God, “alienated and hostile 

in mind” (Colossians 1:21), we 

are welcomed into His 

kingdom with that same 

selfless, surprising love that is 

poured out beyond all 

reasonable measure on the 

cross. Jesus gave up His life in 

love so that the walls of God’s 

house might be adorned with  

               See Scheck, page 2 
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our names. For God has 

welcomed us all, not merely as 

guests, but as family: sons and 

daughters of the King.  

Since we are His children, He 

pours His own love into our 

hearts by the Holy Spirit, 

leading us to welcome the 

stranger in all areas of our lives. 

In the coming weeks we will 

rejoice to welcome a new 

teacher and principal into our 

fellowship. Yet, our mission of 

proclaiming and practicing the love 

of Christ carries us beyond the 

bounds of our LCMS 

community and into our city. 

For the Spirit leads us, as Paul 

says, “to seek to show 

hospitality” (Rom. 12:13). 

Seeking means asking, “Who are 

the strangers here in Seward we 

don’t yet see? Who are on the 

margins and in the shadows? 

How do we welcome them with 

the same heartfelt love God has 

shown us in Jesus Christ?” The 

Scheck family is excited to join 

with you in this joyful task of 

loving the stranger. We have 

been welcomed by God, 

welcomed by you, and now we 

get to work together to 

welcome others. Who knows, 

maybe one of them will turn 

out to be an angel next time. 

 Scheck 
 continued from page 1 
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Welcoming Miss Barb Mertens, St. John 

School Principal 

by Anita Foor 

I 
N JANUARY OF 2022, 

through God’s provision, 

the congregation of St. John 

elected Miss Barb Mertens to 

fulfill the role of school 

principal, and through His 

guidance, she accepted the call. 

With joy and gladness, we 

welcome Miss Mertens to our 

church family as of July 1. 

Miss Mertens’s journey in 

education begins in her 

hometown of Sioux City, Iowa. 

Almost 30 years ago in that 

town, she expressed her refusal 

to attend college at Concordia 

Nebraska, but after some 

encouragement from her 

parents to try it for a year, she is 

so grateful her journey includes 

that educational stop in Seward. 

As Miss Mertens says, “Not 

once have I looked back.” Miss 

Mertens felt drawn to re-join us 

in Seward and recalls fondly her 

undergraduate and graduate 

work completed at Concordia. 

She celebrates with joy the gifts 

of friendship, family, and a 

professional network within the 

local and broad community of 

Concordia University, Nebraska. 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Mertens’ 

journey from her 

previous call in 

Munster, Indiana, 

to Seward feels to 

her a little like 

“coming home,” 

and she looks 

forward to 

connecting with her 

mom, siblings, and 

other family in the 

areas of northwest 

Iowa and southern 

Minnesota. 

Miss Mertens 

values connection 

and community, 

and that is evident in her first 

impressions with many. Those 

who met Miss Mertens during 

the call process this past fall 

consistently described her 

perceptivity, awareness, and 

relationship-building skills as 

some of the aspects they valued 

about their interaction with her. 

She believes that people want to 

be part of a community – to 

belong, to matter, to share faith, 

and to be committed to serving 

others – and that a church and 

school ministry provide the 

sense of community as a great 

gift.  

Congregation members and 

school families often hear 

Pastor Bruick use the phrase “in 

our life together.” Miss Mertens 

heard that phrase during her call 

process visit, too, and it gave 

her the sense of community. 

She is committed to being 

actively present in relationships 

and community in our church 

and school. She believes that 

when a culture of community is 

created, so too is a culture of 

high performance with teachers 

and students created. Miss 

Mertens is excited by and 

committed to connecting with 

and getting to know our 

families “in our life together” in 

the name of Jesus, saying, “I am 

excited to be in community 

with St. John Lutheran Church 

and School in Seward!” 

Miss Mertens is committed to 

starting her life in the 

community of St. John with an 

open heart, open eyes, and 

open ears. She is eager to watch 

and listen so she can learn more 

about our ministry in order that 

she may lead with an informed 

and unified vision for the future 

of our school within the 

ministries of St. John. 

             See Mertens, page 4 
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Miss Mertens offers this 

thought as she makes her way 

to our community: 

“1 John 3:1 states: ‘See what 

great love the Father has lavished 

on us, that we should be called 

children of God! And that is 

what we are! The reason the world 

does not know us is that it did not 

know him.’ I want the children of 

St. John to know that they are 

children of God in their educa-

tional journey. I love the punctu-

ation in this verse. An exclama-

tion point is an exclamation of 

amazement - ‘and that is what we 

are!’ There is no greater message 

for a child in our world to know.” 

Miss Mertens extends her most 

sincere and enthusiastic praise 

and thanks to God for leading 

us to call her to this place in 

this time. As we transition from 

the 2021-2022 ministry theme 

of “Serve In Love” to “Walk 

this Way,” we joyfully welcome 

Miss Barb Mertens as she 

commits to service in love to 

guide God’s children – all of us 

– to walk in His way.  

 Mertens 
 continued from page 3 
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for leading us to 
call her to this 

place in this time.  

August 8 – 12  Home visits  

August 17  First day of school! Early dismissal; join us for 

opening chapel! 

Wednesdays Join us for chapel at 8:30 a.m. in the sanctuary 

September 5  Labor Day – no school 

September 19  Faculty workday – no school 

September 19 & 20  Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Coming up 

at St. John 

Lutheran 

School 

T he 2021-2022 school year ended 

with a graduation service on 

May 12, honoring the kindergarten 

and 8th grade graduates, listed here. 
Graduation 

Kindergarten 

Savannah Allen 

Caden Blum 

Caleb Carley 

Clara Doane 

Malachi Elliott 

Cora Endorf 

Ruby Gesell 

Broderick Hibbert 

Talan Hinrichs 

Gwen Kumm 

 

Clara Makey 

Derek McLaughlin 

Reese Meyer 

Quinton Olson 

Tucker Pierce 

Knox Schlueter 

Mason Schmidt 

Micah Thieszen 

Samara Uden 

Thomas Wake 

8th Grade 

Quin Berner 

Lily Bowens 

Lily Brashear 

Kaiser Hannemann 

Hunter Harrison 

Rylan Horn 

Alecia Kovar 

Cissanie Krohe 

Molly Marroquin 

Ayda Metschke 

 

Juliet Moore 

Micah Remington 

Alex Roberts 

Micah Royuk 

Marshall Seevers 

Mia Smith 

C 
HECK OUT these ways to 

support St. John School 

through the shopping and 

purchasing you do for your 

household. 

 Direct your Thrivent Choice 

Dollars to St. John. 

 On the Casey’s app, select 

Rewards at the bottom of the 

screen. Select Cash for 

Classrooms and follow the 

directions to choose St. John. 

 Select St. John Lutheran 

Church Missouri Synod (Seward) 

at smile.amazon.com. 

 Place your Pac “N” Save 

receipts in the St. John box at 

their store. 

 Download the Box Tops for 

Education app and direct 

your purchase credits to St. 

John. 

Check out these ways to support St. John School  
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In the Ancient Gifts class, children learned  
about different things around the world. A few of the many children who attended Summer Horizons 

S 
UMMER HORIZONS was 

held the week of June 20  

through 24.  

“It was a great week,” said Liz 

Owens, program director. “We 

had so much fun.” 

Two hundred eighty children 

attended the program. The 

weather was good all week. We 

are so blessed to have such 

amazing teachers, and over 40 

helpers to make the program 

work.  

One child stated, "I wish we 

could come back next week and 

do it all over again!" 

The community of Seward is so 

thankful to St. John congrega-

tion for having this program! 

Summer Horizons: another huge success 

144 kids attend VBS 

V ACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

at St. John was held the 

week of June 6 through 10, under 

the theme, Kids in the Book. 
The theme focused on the Old 

Testament, as the children 

learned various movements, 

actions, and gestures to help 

them recall Old Testament 

stories. One hundred forty-four 

kids were registered, and 55 

volunteers helped throughout 

the week. 

Five Jeppesen sisters, daughters of Robby and 
Jen Jeppesen, attended VBS:  Marlee, Lillian, 

Peyton, Everly, and Harper. 

VBS children perform some of the Kids in the 
Book motions and actions they learned V
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Marvin Plamann:  Recruiter-in-Chief 

by Marlene Block 

 

“IT’S IN HIS DNA,” says Julie 

Hermann, Mission Committee 

member, as she describes Marv 

Plamann’s dogged 

determination to encourage 

others into volunteer positions 

at St. John. If Marv is catching 

up with you after church in the 

narthex, or has stopped by on 

his bicycle at your house, he’s 

planning to give you an 

opportunity to serve in a special 

way. He doesn’t phone you or 

send an email; he makes it 

personal. “He is a people 

person,” says Julie, “who loves 

to find out about people’s 

stories to learn where they 

might best serve their Lord.” 

Marv is probably best known at 

St. John for his years of work 

on the Mission Committee. He 

sees this committee as a way to  

 

 

 

 

 

reach beyond St. 

John with God’s 

love by supporting 

fulltime 

missionaries. 

Members of this 

committee are not 

elected, so Marv has 

had to recruit them. 

He looks for people 

who have a heart 

for missions, 

especially noting 

people who may be 

new to the 

congregation.  

Marv has worked on 

many boards and 

committees at St. 

John during the past years. His 

unique service in those roles has 

often been as a “recruiter-in-

chief.” As chairman of the 

Christian Nurture Board, Marv 

was extremely active in 

recruiting Sunday school 

teachers, Bible class leaders, 

Vacation Bible School directors, 

teachers, and helpers. As an 

active member of the 

Stewardship Board, Marv saw 

the need arise for help with the 

congregation’s recycling efforts, 

and immediately started looking 

for volunteers. Over the years 

he himself has served regularly, 

plus recruiting and organizing 

volunteers. 

Many years ago, Lutheran 

Layman’s League was active at 

St. John. At a banquet, Marv 

Siefert, who was master of 

ceremonies for the event, asked 

how many were recruited by the 

pastor? One or two hands went 

up. How many by the 

chairman? One or two hands 

were raised. How many by Marv 

Plamann? Virtually every hand 

in the room shot up, 

accompanied by loud 

spontaneous laughter.  Everybody 

recognized that Recruiter-in-

Chief Marv Plamann had been 

at work.  

Marv himself leads a life of 

service spanning many years in 

many ways. Why  

does he do it?  

“One way to serve our Lord is 

by helping at St. John,” answers 

Marv.   

Not only does he serve, but his 

recruitment efforts are giving 

others the chance to serve.   

“ 

” 

As chairman of the 
Christian Nurture 
Board, Marv was 

extremely active in 
recruiting Sunday 
school teachers, 

Bible class leaders, 
Vacation Bible 

School directors, 
teachers, and helpers.  

 Editor’s note:  From time to time 
in the newsletter, we will include a 
Plain Brown Wrapper award, 
featuring a volunteer who has served 
for many years, working behind the 
scenes with little or no fanfare. 
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T 
HE DIRECTOR of an early 

childhood program has 

much paperwork to complete. 

This work includes all the 

requirements and proofs for 

the licensing entities, 

newsletters, paperwork for new 

hires, etc. Much of my time is 

spent in the office. I visit the 

classrooms on a regular basis 

and most know who I am. 

Many call me by name or 

“office” or “principal.” On one 

day, a student was leaving with 

his mom, and he told her, 

“That is the Jesus-teacher,” as 

he pointed to me. We all 

laughed together, and after they 

left, I thought the comment 

was the best compliment I 

could have gotten. I do chapels 

on a regular basis. Being the 

“Jesus-teacher,” is the reason I 

am a called worker! As a 

classroom teacher, I could 

check for how the children 

comprehended my teaching, 

but as a director—it isn’t that 

easy. I know that God works 

through me to reach people. I 

don’t always know how this 

reaching is happening.  

All have that call from Jesus as 

he told us to tell others about 

him. None of us will ever know 

how effective our witness has 

been, but we can be assured 

that God is taking care of that. 

Never underestimate the power 

of the Holy Spirit! I pray that 

you can be called a “Jesus-

Teacher,” too! 

I 
T SEEMS LIKE a very long 

time ago the CDC served a 

pasta dinner for a Lenten meal 

before evening church services. 

We had a great turnout and 

were very grateful for the 

donations we received. We 

used those donations to 

purchase some outdoor blocks. 

I wanted to provide some 

photos, so those who donated 

could see their donations at 

work. This is the first day they 

experimented with them! 

“Jesus-Teacher” 

by Lisa Aring, Director, St. John Child Development Center 

News from the CDC 
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If you think you 

don’t have gifts, 

consider the 

timeless hymn, 

“Hark, the Voice of 

Jesus Calling” 

” 

You may not 
have the gifts you 
WANT, but you 
most certainly 
have the gifts  

you need.  

“ 

“All these are empowered by one 

and the same Spirit, who appor-

tions to each one individually as 

He wills”  (1 Corinthians 12:11). 

“I 
F ONLY I HAD GIFTS like 

other people! If I had 

what they had, I 

know that I would be 

a much better 

steward of the 

Gospel.” It would 

make logical sense 

that if we had more 

to steward, there would be 

more stewardship. But isn’t this 

the broken nature within us 

talking, or even the devil 

himself? He has been getting 

human beings to think that God 

is holding out on them since the 

Garden of Eden! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a liar! When we listen to 

him, we too buy into the lie 

that we don’t have the gifts we 

need. 

You have the simple gifts which 

the Lord wills you to have (the 

Spirit “apportions to each one 

individually AS HE WILLS”). 

You may not have the gifts you 

WANT, but you most certainly 

have the gifts you need. After 

all, they are His gifts. He gives 

them freely. Jesus is one of 

those gifts. Your life is a gift. 

All that you have to support 

this body and life are gifts. All 

you have to support the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ are these gifts! 

His gifts used for the sake of 

the neighbor for the glory of 

God. One Spirit. One Church. 

Varied gifts all coming together 

to do amazing things for the 

world. 

If you think you don’t have 

gifts, consider the timeless 

hymn, “Hark, the Voice of 

Jesus Calling”: 

“Let none hear you idly saying,  

‘There is nothing I can do,’ 

While the multitudes are dying 

And the Master calls for you. 

 

Take the task He gives you gladly, 

Let His work your pleasure be; 

Answer quickly when He calleth, 

‘Here am I, send me, send me!’” 

                          (LSB 826:4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 

Father in Heaven, You give 

every one of us unique and 

varied gifts. These gifts are to 

be used for Your kingdom. 

Move me to confess that I have 

the gifts You desire me to have 

for the sake of my neighbor and 

for the extension of the 

kingdom of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. Lead me by faith to say, 

“Here am I, send me,” to use 

those gifts! Amen. 

Simple Gifts. These “Simple 

Gifts” devotions in our monthly 

newsletter emphasize that 

stewardship is “not simply a 

function of doing business in the 

local congregation,” but an “act of 

worship” that flows from what 

God has done for us in Jesus. 

With titles such as “The gift of the 

Gospel” and “God’s gift of life,” 

they are based on the theme of 

“gift.” We pray that you will be 

enriched by God’s Word shared 

in “Simple Gifts.” 

The gifts that you have been given 
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Baptisms 

None 

Marriage/Reaffirmation 

None 

Transfers In 

Gordon & Patty Hagge 

Paul & Katy Pauley 

Funerals/Committals 

May 18, 2022, Larry Alan Tonniges 

at the age of 66 years, 9 months 

and 6 days 

May 27, 2022, Louis John Reith at 

the age of 82 years, 8 months 

and 16 days 

Transfer Out 

Mikayla Dyell to First St. Paul’s 

Lutheran Church, Hastings, Nebr. 

A huge yard sign welcomed the Scheck family to their new home in Seward. 
(Sign compliments of Yard Love Seward by St. John members Ginny and Kevin Koranda) 

Following the storm 

Tuesday night, June 14, 

your pastors (l. to r. 

Bruick, Rempfer, and 

Scheck) were busy 

being servant leaders in 

the community, 

helping St. John 

members clean up 

debris. Thank you for 

modeling this Christian 

virtue to your flock. 
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The Ministry of St. John Lutheran Church 

 www.stjohnseward.org 

Church 
919 North Columbia Avenue 
Seward, Nebraska 68434 
402 643 2983 

School 
877 North Columbia Avenue 
Seward, Nebraska 68434 

Child Development Center 
1053 North Columbia Avenue 
Seward, Nebraska 68434 
402 643 3122 
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scott.bruick@stjohnseward.org 

Nathan Scheck, Associate Pastor 
nathan.scheck@stjohnseward.org 

Jeri Morrison, Deaconess 
jeri.morrison@stjohnseward.org 

David Rempfer, Pastor for Visitation and Pastoral Care 
david.rempfer@stjohnseward.org 

Tim Rippstein, Director of Christian Education 
tim.rippstein@stjohnseward.org 

Paul Soulek, Director of Parish and School Music 
paul.soulek@stjohnseward.org 

Barbara Mertens, Principal of St. John School 
Barbara.mertens@stjohnseward.org 

Lisa Aring, Director of Child Development Center 
lisa.aring@stjohnseward.org 

Cathy Brase, Business Manager 
cathy.brase@stjohnseward.org 

Deadline for August newsletter is July 25, 5 p.m. 
Email: stjohnseward@yahoo.com 



Budgeted Financial Statement for Period 10 - May 83.33 %
St. John Lutheran Operating Statement
Company#: 1 Name: The Ministry of St. John Lutheran
Fiscal Year Beginning 8/1/2021

Description Budget Annual Budget YTD Actual for Period Actual YTD
Income

GF + PDCBF

  General Fund $2,005,072 $1,706,148 $140,032 $1,617,924

  Projected Deficit Cov'd by Faith $159,588 $135,796 $570 $14,895

TOTAL GF + PDCBF $2,164,660 $1,841,945 $140,602 $1,632,819

  SJ Utilities(Hot Lunch) $1,200 $1,000 $100 $1,000

  Interest $1,000 $833 $107 $849

  School Tuition & Fees $330,000 $319,000 $19,040 $338,660

  School Other Income $13,000 $10,833 $480 $48,397

  CDC Tuition & Fees $719,668 $560,684 $50,803 $552,714

  CDC Other Income $30,000 $25,000 $2,458 $31,384

  Foundation General Fund $36,000 $36,000 $0 $36,000

  School Scholarship $10,721 $10,721 $0 $13,197

  Other Income $2,500 $2,083 $316 $1,786

Total Income $3,308,749 $2,808,100 $213,906 $2,656,806

Expenses

  Elders $39,685 $33,071 $5,047 $24,651

  Evangelism $6,150 $5,125 $739 $4,590

  Finance $11,415 $9,596 $504 $8,505

  Christian Nurture $10,750 $8,992 $132 $6,491

  Personnel $2,625,689 $2,182,218 $215,350 $2,080,344

  Human Care $4,100 $3,750 $0 $655

  Stewardship $2,150 $1,792 $0 $279

  Trustees $272,930 $223,254 $18,333 $268,255

  Worship $20,025 $16,688 $975 $13,757

  Youth $5,000 $4,250 $0 $2,325

  Synod and Mission $142,360 $118,633 $11,863 $118,633

  Circut Ministerial Training $3,000 $3,000 $3,000 $3,000

  Student Ministry $1,375 $1,146 $0 $119

  CCUNE $8,000 $8,000 $0 $16,000

  Child Development Center $96,570 $80,267 $7,527 $77,001

  School $59,550 $52,132 $2,140 $48,979

Total Expenses $3,308,749 $2,751,912 $265,610 $2,673,584

Revenue-Expenses $0 $56,187 ($51,704) ($16,778)

COVID

  COVID Supplies/Misc $0 $0 $0 $621

TOTAL COVID $0 $0 $0 $621

Net Surplus/(Deficit) $0 $56,187 ($51,704) ($16,157)
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