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From Deaconess Jeri’s Desk . . .

Truth or Doubt it!

W

HEN JESUS

was with
Pilate before His
crucifixion, Pilate is noted to
have asked, “What is truth?”
How do you know what to
believe or if you would be better
off doubting it?
If I know the person who is
telling me about something, I
am more likely to believe it
(unless it’s April Fool’s Day or
they just have the personality
that kids around). If I know the
person has professional training
and experience on the topic, I
will be more likely to believe the
teller (teachers, doctors,
meteorologists). That person
may end up being wrong about
something, as only God knows
everything fully. Maybe I know
some facts
and have
“Human
some
reason gets in
experience
the way and
about
prevents underwhat I’m
standing. Not
being
told, so it understanding
is not the same
seems
reasonas doubt.”
able.
I think “Doubting Thomas” has
been given an inappropriate
nickname. 1. He did not
continue doubting. 2. I think he
had some pretty good reasons
to not believe the disciples at

their first
announcement that
Jesus was alive again.
3. Before John the
Baptist was
beheaded, he sent his
followers to ask of
Jesus, “Are you the
Christ who is to come or should
we wait for someone else?”
How is it that he is not known
as “Doubting John”?
Did Thomas know Jesus? Yes.
Did Thomas believe Jesus when
He explained to the disciples
that He would be killed and
after three days rise? That’s
harder to discern. I think they
could believe to a point, but
human reason gets in the
way and prevents
understanding. Not
understanding is not
the same as doubt.
Did the other disciples have
a habit of always being
believable, or did they play
jokes on each other? Again,
we don’t know. What we do
know is that while Thomas
was with Jesus, he watched
Him raise Lazarus from the
dead. We know that Jesus
also raised the widow’s son
at Nain and the centurion’s
daughter. However, NONE of
these people raised themselves
from the dead. Thomas had
seen his Friend die on the cross
and His body sealed in a tomb

guarded by Roman soldiers. He
was apparently not in the
garden to hear the angel’s
proclamation that Jesus was
alive. Thomas was not in the
room with the other disciples
the first time Jesus came to
them.

There are times when our soul
wants to believe, but our human
reason takes over. Satan also has
a role in causing doubt. But we
have God’s Word and believe it
to be the inspired and
See Deaconess, page 2
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inerrant truth of God’s work in
human history. We can read
about the accounts of how God
has worked in the lives of His
people, the promises
(covenants) that He made with
them and how every promise
and prophecy has happened in
the way that He said it would.
We also have faithful parents
and relatives, church family,
friends, and others. We get to
hear their stories of how the
Lord has worked in their lives.

At times when I felt that the
Lord was SO far away from me
and cared very little about what
I was going through. However,
I have the treasure of His
Word, the foundation of faith
from my Confirmation and
continuing Bible classes, and my
brothers and sisters in Christ
that I could trust and know that
my feeling was not God’s
reality. God’s reality was that
He could not be closer to me in
that time. God’s reality was that

He was indeed working in my
life even when I could not see
it.
Since Thomas did not continue
in his unbelief, we have the
written account of his witness
of the Resurrected Lord as he
proclaimed, “My Lord and my
God!”

Holding Up the Prophet’s Hands

Intentionally supporting and
encouraging our church workers

I

EXODUS 17:12, we read
the account of God’s people
being attacked. As long as
Moses held up his hands, the
Israelites were winning; but
when he got tired and dropped
his hands, the enemy began to
win the battle. In order to
ensure victory, Aaron and Hur
held Moses’ hands up, one on
one side and one on the other.
N

In the book titled Holding Up
the Prophet’s Hand, Dr. Bruce
Hartung (available for checkout in the Mobile Library)
describes how important it is
for congregations to
intentionally support their
church workers. Just as Moses
needed support, our church
workers are in need of the
same. Dr. Hartung points out

that the kind of church workers
we want are those who care
about the people they serve.
However, such caring workers
are very vulnerable to stresses
and situations that can cause
them to experience sadness,
despair, frustration, cynicism,
anger, and disappointment.
Good workers often bear the
burdens of those they serve,
which can affect their ministry.
Those factors can lead to health
issues, relationship issues, and
diminished effectiveness in
ministry for the church worker.
The question then arises:
What can we, as a congregation, do to bless our
church workers in
order to help them
stay healthy and effective?
Healthy workers are more
likely to perform healthy
ministries.
The Board of Elders has
been studying Hartung’s
book for more than a year.

In their study, it became clear to
them that creating a Worker
Support Team would be a gift
to our ministry staff. An
effective Worker Support Team
can listen to workers, encourage
them, and advocate for them. A
support team gives workers a
place to go to be heard,
encouraged, and supported. The
Elders brought this idea to the
Coordinating Council to ask for
the Council’s blessing to
proceed. The Coordinating
Council gave its blessing.
Under the guidance of Elder
Don Weber, a group of lay
See Hands, page 3

“In their study, it
became clear to
[the Elders] that
creating a Worker
Support Team
would be a gift to
our ministry staff.”
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leaders has formed a Worker
Support Team presently
consisting of ten members:








Pat Holle
Chris Blanke
Allegra Koehler
Jessica Brashear
Kyle Royuk
Amy Royuk
Al Schmidt

Simple Gifts. These “Simple
Gifts” devotions in our monthly
newsletter emphasize that
stewardship is “not simply a
function of doing business in the

 Sandy Schmidt
 Carey Weber
 Don Weber
As the Team begins its care for
the staff, it will need congregation support and cooperation to
be effective in accomplishing its
purpose. The Team requests
that the members of St. John
Congregation pray for the staff,
express their thanks for the

local congregation,” but “an act of
worship” that flows from what
God has done for us in Jesus.
With titles such as “The gift of the
Gospel” and “God’s gift of life,”

ministry they do, and give
encouragement to all of the
workers here in the church,
Child Development Center, and
school who are part of
delivering the ministry of the
Gospel to the members of St.
John, to the community, and to
the world. Thanks for your
support.

they are based on the theme of
“gift.” We pray that you will be
enriched by God’s Word shared
in “Simple Gifts.”

The gift of Jesus
“For Zion’s sake I will not keep
silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I
will not be quiet, until her
righteousness goes forth as
brightness, and her salvation as a
burning torch” (Isaiah 62:1).

F

Stewardship

stewardship
has been a quiet thing,
often thought of as something
only between “me and Jesus.”
In a desire to not want to seem
“holier than thou,” we miss out
on a powerful component of
stewardship of the Gospel.
OR TOO LONG

Silent stewardship is contrary to
our call to make disciples of all
nations. If someone had a cure
for cancer but kept it to
themselves, this would be
viewed as criminal. To know
how to end suffering and death
and doing nothing to share it
would be the height of
irresponsibility.
In the same way, the steward
can’t keep silent! Now, this is

not a call to make stewardship
about us. Faithful stewardship is
always about Jesus. But to hide
the stewardship of the light of
the Gospel
under the
bushel
“But to hide
basket of
the stewardfalse humilship of the
ity is not
light
of the
good
either. As Gospel under
the bushel
faithful
stewards,
basket of
we visibly false humility
live out
is not good
our
either.”
stewardship in
such a way that people are
pointed to Jesus.
The message of Jesus and the
righteousness He has won for
us is the focus of stewardship.
While not talking about
amounts and effort in
stewardship, it is about pointing
to the sufficiency of Jesus and

His stewardship of His life,
death, and resurrection for us.
As we live as faithful
stewards of creation and
joyfully credit it all to
the Lord, others see it.
As we joyfully credit all of
our life and salvation to the
Lord, others will see Jesus
and His righteousness for
them! We can’t keep it quiet!
Prayer
Lord of creation, Your voice
thundered and created
everything we are and have.
Your Word became flesh,
and we see His glory. By
your grace, help us not to
remain silent in proclaiming the
Gospel. Lead us to be faithful
and generous stewards. In this,
keep us from being silent as
You lead us to point others to
Jesus so that they know the joy
that has been freely given to us.
Amen.
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A life of grace and encouragement
by Jenny Krause

F

Connie Meyer retires

A retirement
celebration for
Connie will be held
on Sunday, May 1.
There will be an open
house with a meal
from 12 to 2:30 p.m.
in the Fellowship
Hall, with a
presentation
thanking Connie for
her faithful service
starting at 1 p.m.

15 years
second graders at St. John
have been blessed to have
Connie Meyer as their teacher.
The foundation of her
classroom has always been to
give grace and encouragement.
Students have every
opportunity to experience
success. Connie has seen over
the years that repetition and
review, visual learning, and
partner work, will lead to
student learning. She has also
found that there is perhaps
more value in a longer recess
than in an extended lesson. Her
biggest joys come from children
learning to love Jesus and
learning to read. These are her
goals for every student, every
year. Former student Jack
Russell said, “What was always
part of her curriculum was an
abundance of patience and
kindness towards each
individual in her class. Connie
Meyer is a perfect example of
just how
much of
a positive
“Ever since
impact
high school my
an
life goal was to
educator
be the best
can make
teacher that I
on the
lives of
could be. I
their stuwanted to
dents.”
OR THE PAST

Connie
would
admit
that
becoming the
teacher
she had
always

influence and
reach a lot of
people. Mostly
with the
Gospel. And
just touch
lives.”
Connie Meyer

hoped to be has taken a
lifetime of learning.
Meaningful to her have
been the words from
Hebrew 12:1, “Therefore,
since we are surrounded
by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders
and the sin that so easily
entangles. And let us run
with perseverance the race
marked out for us.”
Connie is thankful every
day for the witnesses in
her life who have carried
the torch of faith and
experience before her.
Her advice to new
teachers echoes her
classroom themes of grace and
encouragement. Be patient with
yourself and you will gather
wisdom from those around you
along the way.

Connie grew up south east
of Hastings, Nebraska, on
the family farm. Her
parents were the first
witnesses of faith in
her life. Both grew up in
Christian homes and passed
that down to their children,
of whom Connie was the 3rd
oldest and the oldest
daughter. On her shoulders
fell much caretaking of
younger siblings as well as
chores typical of most farm
children. Her father was the
Sunday School
superintendent, and when a
teacher was absent, Connie
often filled in to teach. The
local public schools in
Guide Rock provided her
elementary through high
school education. Mrs.

Wilcox, her first-grade teacher
was another faithful witness,
and in her class, Connie first
professed her desire to be a
teacher. She fulfilled this desire
after attending Concordia
Teacher’s College in Seward
and graduating with a bachelor’s
degree in Elementary Education
with an emphasis on Special
Education and a minor in
Geography in 1978.
Connie’s first call led her to
Christ Lutheran outside of
Columbus, Nebraska, to teach a
mixed classroom of
kindergarten through 2nd grade.
In 1982, while taking a summer
school class at Concordia,
Connie attended a chapel
service. The speaker, Courtney
Meyer, gave a talk related to
lures and fishing. After the
service the two met and chatted
in Weller Hall. Courtney invited
Connie to his house for a fish
See Connie, page 5
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Connie Meyer (continued)

continued from page 4

fry. They
started dating
and were
married on
June 23,
1984. The
couple moved to Milwaukee
when Courtney accepted a head
football coaching position at
Concordia University in
Mequon, Wisconsin. Connie
taught first grade at Elm Grove
Lutheran for two years, and
when their children, Caleb,
Joshua, and Anna were born,
opened a home daycare. In
1990 Courtney accepted the
head football coaching position
at Concordia University in
Seward, and the family returned
to Nebraska. Connie continued
to operate a day care/preschool
while her children were growing
up. She treasured this time at
home with her children. She
remembers a prayer Joshua
prayed thanking God that his
friends could come over to
play. When a position opened
at Messiah Lutheran in Lincoln
in 2004, Connie felt called to

return to the classroom. By this
time her children were grown,
and as she said, “I raised my
babies.” From 2005-2006 she
taught kindergarten at Faith
Lutheran in Lincoln. Then in
2007, Connie accepted the
second-grade teaching position
at St. John.
A highlight of teaching second
grade is connecting with the
congregation to offer Second
Grade Bible Night. St. John
Church provides a Faith Alive
Bible to all of the second
graders in the congregation
and our Midweek program. The
event includes
children “A highlight of
from the
teaching
congresecond grade
gation
is connecting
who
attend
with the
other
congregation
schools.
to
offer Second
Connie’s
Grade Bible
passion
Night.”
to share

the Gospel led her to serve in
the Midweek Program on
Wednesday afternoons for
these students.
Over the years Connie has been
involved in coaching track,
teaching Sunday school, Sunday
school director, Vacation Bible
School, Summer Horizons,
Youth Board and even
cheerleading coach. Connie
said, “Ever since high school
my life goal was to be the best
teacher that I could be. I
wanted to influence and reach a
lot of people. Mostly with
the Gospel. And just touch
lives.”
Looking back, it is
amazing how God marked
out Connie’s life race in line
with her high school goal.
She is excited to continue
with the Midweek program
and to see how God gives
her new opportunities to
continue as one of the
“great cloud of witnesses.”

High school grads

High school graduates recognized

C

to the
following St. John Lutheran
students and associates who
are graduating from high
school this year.
ONGRATULATIONS

Keegan Beisel
Izabelle Benedict
Abigail Brose
Gracyn Burris
Trevor Cook
Tristin Crumley
Bethany Wagner
Ian Fiala
Casey Fryc
Bethany Gebhardt

Claire Geidel
Callie Homp
Ian Johnson
Joshua Jurchen
Taylor Kamprath
Brynn Kimber
Rebecca Koch
Jonathan Langewisch
Dalton Leibhart
Leighton Limback
Samuel Matthias
Brooke Meyer
Jacob Mueller
Jace Nuttleman
Korbin Opfer

Alexis Pallat
Bryce Piskorski
Elissa Sagehorn
Kaleb Schluckebier
Kale Nordmeyer
Logan Seilhan
Gracen Sommerer
Isaac Spotanski
Carter Springer
Timothy Taylor
Audrey Wang
Collin Warren
Abigail Wignall
Ethan Wilkenson
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Sixty years of song
by Marlene Block

D
has sung in
J the bass
section of the St.
ACK

Plain Brown Wrapper award

Editor’s note: From time
to time in the newsletter we
will include a Plain Brown
Wrapper award, featuring
a volunteer who has served
for many years, working
behind the scenes with little
or no fanfare.

UENSING

John choir for 60 years. Upon
joining the Concordia
University (then College)
faculty in 1962, Jack and his
wife Glennie quickly joined the
church choir.
While previously serving as
teacher and music director in
Twin Falls, Idaho, and principal
and music director in
Providence, Rhode Island, he
directed those church choirs. In
the St. John choir, under the
direction of teacher Herb Peter,
Jack found other choir
members who came with rich
music backgrounds and
experiences. Some had directed
choirs, composed and arranged
music, and served as organists
in previous congregations. “It
was an amazing group of
singers, all of whom read music
and were vocal and instrumenttal musicians,” says Jack.
Such a choir could quickly
learn anthems written by local
contemporaries
such as
“The plain
Ted Beck,
black folder
Charles
Ore, and
given to Jack
Jan Ben- in 1962 is now
der even
patched
before
they were together with
published. strips of duct
tape and has
The
choir
lost its firmsang
ness, but the
nearly
memories it
every
holds are worth
Sunday,
singing about
mixing
(see photo)”
the

classics of composers such as
Bach with the new anthems.
Back in the 1960s, the choir
sang from the balcony of the
“old” church. Rehearsals,
however, were held in the
Parish Hall, and the choir sang
on Sundays without ever
rehearsing in the balcony. At
the end of each rehearsal, Jan
Bender, who sat next to Jack in
the bass section, always
suggested to the men of the
choir, “Let’s adjourn to the
Booth.” Fellowship abounded
at the local bar. Jack doesn’t
remember how the women got
home.
As services began in the “new,”
or current building, challenges
arose. Jack and others had
spoken of the need of an
elevator to the balcony, but that
did not happen. Several choir
members have had to end their
participation, as they could no
longer manage the steps.
The singing of Bach
chorales has been especially
memorable for Jack,
and one of the high
points he notes is the joyful
singing of the Hallelujah
Chorus on Easter mornings,
which has been sung by the
choir for many years.
“Jack is a pillar of the St.
John choir. Duct tape holds
his choir folder together,
though several attempts
have been made to give him
a new one through the
years,” says current Director
Paul Soulek. “His sense of
humor, quick wit, and sage
wisdom make him an

Jack Duensing and 60-year-old folder

essential part of our rehearsals
and singing.”
Jack misses his wife Glennie in
the choir. Glennie was a
soprano in the choir since 1962
until a few years ago when
conditions in her throat forced
her retirement.
One thing has been with Jack
for every rehearsal and service
since 1962, and that is his music
folder. The plain black folder
given to Jack in 1962 is now
patched together with strips of
duct tape and has lost most of
its firmness, but the memories
it holds are worth singing about
(see photo).
“Our relationship with
Concordia University is strong,
largely because of the music
bond with choir and
instrumentalists,” says Jack.
“The choir is building back
from the months of the
pandemic. We have about 25
regular members once again,
and we are continuing to grow.
Under Paul Soulek and his
assistants, we are in the best of
60 years of time,” says Jack.
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Serving Lutheran Education in
Love by Anita Foor

A

St. John Lutheran School

2021-2022 school
year comes to a close,
there are many successes and
points of growth to celebrate.
Students have grown in their
walk with Christ. Academic
skills have bolstered. Confidence has been gained in trying
new things. Teachers have
grown professionally. Relationships have grown. Athletes have
improved their personal bests
and reached team goals.
Musicians have added to their
knowledge and skills. God
blesses us daily with the
opportunities to accept challenges for the purpose of personal
growth, and it’s rewarding as
parents, congregation members,
teachers, and students to reflect
on where individual children
were at the beginning of the
school year and to celebrate
hard work and God’s grace that
have contributed to the
improvements we see.
S THE

This academic year, we also
pause to reflect upon and share
our gratitude for three

individuals who have contributed to those growth moments
through their calling to serve
God’s people through their
vocation in Lutheran
Education. At the close of this
school year, St. John School will
say “see you later!” to Mrs.
Connie Meyer, 2nd grade teacher
since 2007; Mrs. Montana
Soflin, 4th grade teacher since
2016; and Mrs. Sheila Psencik,
interim principal 21-22.
God’s Word regularly and
clearly beckons us to listen, and
to do that which we are called
to do – each in our own
vocation
with our
“Connie,
own
Montana, and
gifts as
granted
Sheila, thank
by our
you for loving,
Father.
We give teaching, and
the most
blessing the
joyful
children of St.
expresJohn Lutheran
sion of
School.”
gratitude

Coming up at St. John
Lutheran School

for the ways in which these
three women have served God
and our congregation through
their vocations in education.
At the conclusion of the school
year, Mrs. Soflin will
concentrate on her vocation in
motherhood as she, her
husband, and their son
welcome a daughter in August.
Mrs. Meyer will invest in her
vocation of retirement while
celebrating the joys of that new
season of life. Mrs. Psencik will
continue serving in Lutheran
education as the principal at
Lincoln Lutheran. We praise
God for the gifts
these women have
shared at St. John and for
the many ways in which they
will continue serving in the
mission fields in front of
them.
Connie, Montana, and
Sheila, thank you for loving,
teaching, and blessing the
children of St. John
Lutheran School.

Wednesdays Join us for chapel at 8:30 a.m. in the sanctuary
May 6
Grandparent/VIP day
May 13
Last day of school

Check out these ways to support St. John School

C

HECK OUT THESE WAYS

to

support St. John School
through the shopping and
purchasing you do for your
household.
 Direct your Thrivent Choice
Dollars to St. John.

 On the Casey’s app, select
Rewards at the bottom of the
screen. Select Cash for
Classrooms and follow the
directions to choose St. John.
 Select St. John Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod (Seward)
at smile.amazon.com.

 Place your Pac “N” Save
receipts in the St. John box at
their store.
 Download the Box Tops for
Education app and direct
your purchase credits to St.
John.
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GriefShare support group helps healing
by Jack Swanson

“The content
revolves
around
comfort,
answers,
and hope,”

GriefShare

Mary Ann
Steinbeck

W

that we rejoice
at a birth and grieve at
a funeral? It is because we are
HY IS IT

not the person involved (Mark
Twain).
Currently, Mary Ann Steinbeck
is sponsoring a grief support
group which meets at the
Seward Civic Center on the first
and third Thursdays of the
month from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
The thirteen-session series is
using a workbook with the
theme, “from Mourning to Joy.”
There is no charge for the book.
There are three components for
each session: (a) a video
seminar, (b) group discussion
and (c) a personal workbook.
The workbook also has lessons
for homework between each

session. “The content revolves
around comfort, answers, and
hope,” says Mary Ann. “The
group works together to help
participants with their journey
through grief.’’
Indeed, grief is a personal issue
that affects every part of a
person’s life. The Bible includes
examples of grief known even
to God (Genesis 6:6) and Jesus
(John 11:33). Everyone’s grief
journey is unique, but God will
provide the stability to get
through one’s intense grief,
which does not need to be
forever. With God the intensity
of grief will lessen.
The sessions are open to
anyone who wants to share how
he or she is dealing with the

grief that
is
affecting
his or her
life. One
can “pickup” at any session, because the
sessions do not depend on the
previous session. There are six
to seven participants who
attend regularly, and who have
finished session number three.
The DVDs for these sessions
are available if one wants to use
them to catch up. Also, there is
a web site (griefsharing.org)
which offers help. Mary Ann
feels God’s call to facilitate this
nondenominational GriefShare
network program which
features biblical concepts for
healing from one’s grief.

Fundraising kickoff event was successful

Organ renovation

THE PIPES AND PIE organ concert held on
Sunday, April 3, was a very successful event to
launch fundraising for the organ renovation
project. Approximately $10,000 was raised
toward a goal of $200,000. Following the
concert, attendees filled the Fellowship Hall,
enjoying yummy homemade pies.

A group of instrumentalists joined organist
Paul Soulek in the concert

Organist Carol McDaniel and narrator Paul Soulek
demonstrate how you can even play the organ with your
elbows! The demonstration was part of a larger "Seussian"
musical presentation titled Rex: The King of Instruments that
showcases the many sights, sounds, and specialties of the
pipe organ
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Youth connect with God’s Word
by Abigail Brinkmeyer, high school student

P

RESENTLY, THERE ARE

several Bible classes
available for high school youth
to attend and connect with their
peers around the Word of God.
The ones I will be talking about
in this article are the Young
Men’s Bible Study and the
National Youth Gathering Bible
Study.

Church worker anniversaries

Youth Bible
studies

“The young
men also
discuss the
role that
faith plays in
these battles
and how
God uses
many people
and roles to
carry out
His plan.”

The Young Men’s Bible Study
covers the many battles within
the Bible and some of the
leaders elected by God such as
Moses, Joshua, and David. It
also includes these leaders
guiding the Israelites and the
Old Testament warfare. Using
the documentary called Battles
of the Bible, they explore the
Bible narrative and lots of
information that biblical and
military archaeology experts
gather on biblical warfare. The
young men also discuss the role

that faith plays in these battles
and how God uses many people
and roles to carry out His plan.
One of the leaders for this Bible
study is Greg Miller.
The National Youth Gathering
Bible Study class meets once
every month with all of the 43
youth and eight adults that will
be attending the gathering in
July. During this study, class
members dig through the verses
that construct the theme of the
event. This year those verses are
Colossians 1:15-20, and the
Bible study examines five points
regarding these verses. Those
points are:
 Christ is the Creator of all
things and became a creature
Himself, entering His own
creation.
 Christ reconciles all things to
Himself through His death
and resurrection.

 Christ (risen, ascended,
complete, sovereign) reigns
over all authorities inside and
outside the church.
 Christ transforms the lives of
all His people into His image.
 Christ promises to return to
restore all things and make
His reign explicit for all to
see.
This class also hopes to
establish a tight community
among all the attendees from
St. John, so they can get to
know each other better before
departing for the National
Youth Gathering. This Bible
study is led by Shanna Opfer.
This has been an overview of
some of the youth Bible classes
available to help St. John’s
youth learn more about the
Word of God.

Faithful servants are recognized

T

St. John
members who are active or
retired professional church
workers, are celebrating ministry
anniversaries in 2022. The
information was provided by the
Nebraska District Office.
HE FOLLOWING

Ministers of Religion—
Ordained
40 years
David Rempfer (StL82)
35 years
Richard Snow (StL87)

Ministers of Religion—
Commissioned
70 years
LeeRoy Holtzen (S’52)
55 years
Jane Varner (S’75)
50 years
Joe Gubanyi (S’72)
45 years
Elaine Royuk (S’62)
40 years
Mark Blanke (S’82)
Vicki Boye (S’82)
Linda Brettmann (S’70)
Julie Johnston-Hermann (S’69)

Key to initials:
StL
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri
RF Concordia University, River Forest, Illinois

35 years
Elizabeth Aring (RF’80)
Larry Biel (S’75)
Timothy Preuss (S’83)
20 years
Deborah Gebhardt (S’93)
Joseph Herl (S’Cqy’01)
Amy Royuk (S’01)
Devin Smith (S’92)
15 years
Beth Einspahr (S’87)
Joel Helmer (S’92)
Corby Osten (S’04)
Paul Soulek (S’07)
10 years
Jessica Kite (S’02)

S
Concordia University, Seward, Nebraska
SCQ Concordia University, Seward, Nebraska
Colloquy
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Child Development
Center

School end is only the beginning!
by Lisa Aring, Director, St. John Child Development Center

T

is
quickly nearing its end.
While we shift gears at the Child
Development Center, we keep
going—even stronger. We add
more school-aged children for
an all-day summer program.
This is a tough schedule for our
staff. We lose many of our
college students and are on the
hunt for more workers, again.
We especially need workers in
the afternoon (3:30-6 p.m.) and
HE SCHOOL YEAR

workers first thing in the
morning (6:30-8 a.m. or 9 a.m.)
The wonderful thing about this
increase in enrollment is we can
reach more children with Jesus.
We are blessed to have this
ministry! These children learn
about Jesus and then can tell
others with a faith that is often
beyond our faith. As you know,
my dad passed away April 5.
The children wrote sympathy
cards to me. One child dictated,

“Let
Jesus
have
your dad
sit on
Jesus’ lap.” Another wrote, “I
love you. There’s other people
for your dad to play with in
heaven.” Oh, the faith of a
young child! Thank you for
providing the venue for this
young faith to grow! “Let the
little children come to me!”

Door offering supports refugees

Ukraine
support

by Marlene Block

“FREELY YOU HAVE received,
freely give” (Matthew 10:8).

donations continued to come in
for several weeks afterward.

“The response from the
congregation for the Ukrainian
refugee door offering was
amazingly generous!” says
Laurie Sherman, chairperson of
the Human Care Board (HCB).
The door offering was held the
first weekend of April, and

The amount offered, $5,315,
has been sent to the Orphan
Grain Train (OGT). The HCB
voted to send an additional
$3,000 to OGT from the St.
John Food Pantry fund to help
support the Mercy Meals
program, which ships fortified

rice meals around the world.
Watch for future opportunities
to help refugees in late summer
as the HCB explores more ways
to aid refugees.
“Little children, let us not love
in word or talk but in deed and
in truth” (1 John 3:18).

Twenty-four youth and two adults are confirmed
Youth

Confirmation

CONGRATULATIONS TO the
following 24 youth who were
confirmed at the 11 a.m. service
on Sunday, April 24:
Kayla Albright
Quin Berner
Lily Bowens #
Lily Brashear
Kylie Hackbart
Kaiser Hannemann
Hunter Harrison
* From The Rock Lutheran Church
in Seward, who attended St. John
School, and desired to be
confirmed with their classmates

Tresten Hass
Alecia Kovar
Cissanie Krohe
Amalia “Molly” Marroquin
Makennah Matulka
Ayda Metschke *
Juliet Moore
Grady Owens
Danielle Pallat
Micah Remington *
Alexander Roberts
Micah Royuk
from St. John School. Now, upon
the completion of confirmation,
their membership will be at The
Rock.

Samuel Sagehorn
Marshall Seevers *
Mia Smith
Evelyn “Evie” Theobald
John “Teagan” Wieseman

Adults
CONGRATULATIONS TO the
following two adults confirmed
on April 3:
Nathaniel Lee “Nate” Ficken
Mary Jean Zach
# From Immanuel Lutheran Church
in Rising City. Her membership
will be transferred to Immanuel.
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St. John Mission Committee makes
summer plans

F

OR SOME TIME,

the St.
John Mission Committee
has been considering a trip to
Mission Central in Mapleton,
Iowa. Working with Director
Gary Thies, we have now

Official Acts

Mission news

Mission Central barn with
group of visitors

buses and a number of private
cars, stop for lunch, and arrive
in time for a 1 p.m. visit at
Mission Central. Signing up can
be done with Julie Hermann
(402-643-9656), and the other
members of the Mission
Committee: Bill Preuss (402643-3115), Kathy Rippstein
(402-643-9495), Aaron
Shropshire (760-401-6569),
Bruce Luhr (402-643-4034) and
Marv Plamann (402-643-3566).

selected June 25 for the visit
date. Missionary Matt
Wasmund and family from
South Korea will be visiting
Mission Central that day. Those
attending will enjoy
presentations from the
Wasmunds, a chance to see the
wonders of Gary Thies' Animal
Kingdom, and meeting in
Gary's "mission barn"!

Fifteen volunteers will be
making the mission trip to
Alaska this summer. Four make
up the Work and Witness
Team and will serve at
Bingle Camp at
Harding Lake. Eleven
volunteers will serve
on The Bible and Sports
Camp Team at Akiachak.
Three of them are
Concordia students, and one
is a Concordia graduate.

We would likely do the 2½hour trip in one of our school

The costs for Work and
Witness team members are

Funerals/Committals
February 1, 2021 (memorial on 4-222), Thomas James Marty at the age
of 68 years, 10 months and 21 days
(non-member)
March 12, 2022, Hilde Marie Seevers
at the age of 67 years, 6 months and
26 days (non-member)
March 26, 2022, Helen Marie Everts
at the age of 91 years and 22 days
Brenda Sue Gibson at the age of 72
years, 9 months, and 22 days (nonmember)
April 5, 2022, Eugene Charles “Gene”
Brott at the age of 88 years and 5
months

Funerals/Committals
April 13, 2022, Neil Herbert Wurst at
the age of 89 years, 4 months and 21
day
April 14, 2022, John Robert "Bob"
Paulson at the age of 82 years, 10
months and 26 days
Baptisms
April 3, 2022, Carter Ray Pearson, son
of Jared P. and Emilie R. (Cejka)
Pearson
April 3, 2022, Ford Maverick Ficken,
son of Nathaniel L. and Amanda R.
(Betten) Ficken

less than for the Bible and
Sports Camp members. Pastor
Bruick recommended a grant of
$200 for each member of Work
and Witness and $300 for each
Bible and Sports volunteer.
God has blessed us with faithful
donors, enabling support for
the Alaska mission, for People
of the Book Lutheran
Outreach, Mission of Christ
Network, and our adopted
missionaries, Josh Lange, Ethan
Hutton, and Jan Bruick.

Marv Plamann
Chair, Mission Committee

“God has
blessed us with
faithful donors,
enabling
support for the
Alaska
mission, . . .”

Marriages/Reaffirmations
None
Transfers In:
None
Transfer Out:
Helen De Lellis to Redeemer
Lutheran Church, Lincoln, Nebr.
Release:
William Robert-Lawrence Jelinek
Adult Confirmands – April 3, 2022
Nathaniel Lee “Nate” Ficken
Mary Jean Zach
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The Ministry of Saint John Lutheran Church
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Seward, Nebraska 68434
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scott.bruick@stjohnseward.org
Jeri Morrison, Deaconess
jeri.morrison@stjohnseward.org

School

877 North Columbia Avenue
Seward, Nebraska 68434
402 643 4535

David Rempfer, Pastor for Visitation and Pastoral Care
david.rempfer@stjohnseward.org

Child Development Center
1053 North Columbia Avenue
Seward, Nebraska 68434
402 643 3122

Paul Soulek, Director of Parish and School Music
paul.soulek@stjohnseward.org
Lisa Aring, Director of Child Development Center
lisa.aring@stjohnseward.org
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Co-editors
Marlene Block
Shirley Liesener
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Richard Zwick
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Deborah Lang-Preuss

Tim Rippstein, Director of Christian Education
tim.rippstein@stjohnseward.org

Staff writers
Jenny Krause
Sara Endorf
Jack Swanson
Anita Foor
Jenny Brinkmeyer
Abigail Brinkmeyer

Sheila Psencik, Interim Principal of St. John School
sheila.psencik@stjohnseward.org
Cathy Brase, Business Manager
cathy.brase@stjohnseward.org
Jeff Adams, Facilities Manager
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Deadline for June newsletter is May 25, 5 p.m.
Email: stjohnseward@yahoo.com

Budgeted Financial Statement for Period 8 - March 66.67 %
St. John Lutheran Operating Statement
Company#: 1 Name: The Ministry of St. John Lutheran
Fiscal Year Beginning 8/1/2021

Description
Income

Budget Annual

Budget YTD

Actual for Period

Actual YTD

Percent
of Budget

$2,005,072

$1,364,491

$153,850

$1,315,853

($1)

$159,588

$108,604

$1,420

$12,600

$0

$2,164,660

$1,473,095

$155,270

$1,328,453

($1)

$1,200

$800

$100

$800

($1)

GF + PDCBF
General Fund
Projected Deficit Cov'd by Faith
TOTAL GF + PDCBF
SJ Utilities(Hot Lunch)
Interest

$1,000

$667

$75

$674

($1)

School Tuition & Fees

$330,000

$280,400

$20,079

$299,632

($1)

School Other Income

$13,000

$8,667

$2,025

$46,807

($4)

CDC Tuition & Fees

$719,668

$450,606

$55,449

$442,653

($1)

CDC Other Income

$30,000

$20,000

$2,110

$26,382

($1)

Foundation General Fund

$36,000

$36,000

$0

$36,000

($1)

School Scholarship

$10,721

$10,721

$0

$0

$0

$2,500

$1,667

$786

$1,414

($1)

$3,308,749

$2,282,622

$235,893

$2,182,814

($1)

$39,685

$26,457

$1,697

$18,402

$0

$6,150

$4,100

$591

$3,805

$1

Finance

$11,415

$7,777

$1,645

$7,497

$1

Christian Nurture

$10,750

$7,033

($138)

$6,440

$1

Other Income
Total Income
Expenses
Elders
Evangelism

Personnel

$2,625,689

$1,742,968

$218,918

$1,650,819

$1

Human Care

$4,100

$3,400

$0

$555

$0

Stewardship

$2,150

$1,433

$0

$279

$0

Trustees

$272,930

$185,649

$35,649

$228,351

$1

Worship

$20,025

$13,350

$1,558

$10,053

$1

Youth

$5,000

$3,500

($17)

$2,240

$0

$142,360

$94,907

$11,863

$94,907

$1

Circut Ministerial Training

$3,000

$3,000

$0

$0

$0

Student Ministry

$1,375

$917

$0

$119

$0

CCUNE

$8,000

$8,000

$0

$8,000

$1

Child Development Center

$96,570

$63,763

$9,091

$62,351

$1

School

$59,550

$45,100

$5,837

$44,118

$1

$3,308,749

$2,211,354

$286,696

$2,137,934

$1

$0

$71,268

($50,803)

$44,879

$0

$0

$0

$0

$621

$0

TOTAL COVID

$0

$0

$0

$621

$0

Net Surplus/(Deficit)

$0

$71,268

($50,803)

$45,500

$0

Synod and Mission

Total Expenses
Revenue-Expenses
COVID
COVID Supplies/Misc
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