Pastor David Rempfer was born in Jamestown, North
Dakota on October 2, 1955, the youngest of four
children, to Rev. William and Ruth (Lehenbauer)
Rempfer and baptized into Christ three weeks later at
St. Paul Lutheran Church in Pettibone, North Dakota.
He spent his childhood in small towns in North Dakota,
Iowa, Missouri and Kansas where his father served as
pastor. He attended high school at St. Paul’s in
Concordia, Missouri and graduated from Concordia
University in Ann Arbor, Michigan in 1978.
He
received his Master of Divinity from Concordia
Seminary in St. Louis in 1982.
Prior to accepting the call as our Pastor of Visitation
and Pastoral Care, he served Zion Lutheran in Dexter,
Iowa from 1982-1987 and Grace Lutheran in
Blairstown, Iowa from 1987-2017.
Pastor and Rhoda (Theiss) met during Pastor’s first year at the seminary and were
married June 7, 1980 at St. John Lutheran Church in Amelith, Michigan. Rhoda is the
fourth of nine children born to Rev. Louis and Marie Anna (Klaus) Theiss. Born in
Saskatchewan, Canada, she also lived in Missouri, Michigan, and Minnesota where her
father served congregations. Rhoda graduated from Concordia Ann Arbor and also
attended nursing school. Her vocations as mother and grandmother are Rhoda’s joy.
Their marriage has been blessed with five children: Joel (Saydi) Rempfer in Maryville,
Illinois; M’Leigh (Drew) Olson in Seward; J’Nae (Briar) McCoy in Lincoln; Paul at
Concordia Seminary in St. Louis; and Christopher, who went to heaven at age 13.
Pastor and Rhoda also enjoy being “Grandpa and Nana” to six grandchildren and, Lord
willing, will welcome the birth of another one in May.
The Rempfers enjoy exercise, gardening, baking, sports and any opportunity to enjoy
time with immediate and extended family.
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“Thank you for this opportunity to share in the love and the service of Christ with you at
St. John. We look forward to being a part of our new congregational family.”
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