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 ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH  
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St. John 

EMAIL:  

sjcstaff@stjohnseward.org 

  

Pastor Scott Bruick 

Pastoral Leader 402-641-7961 

scott.bruick@stjohnseward.org 
 

Pastor David Rempfer 

Pastor for Visitation & Pastoral 

Care 319-361-9132 

david.rempfer@stjohnseward.org 
 

Tim Rippstein 

Director of Christian Education 

402-643-2983 

tim.rippstein@stjohnseward.org 
 

Deaconess Juanita Ebert 

402-643-4418 

juanita.ebert@stjohnseward.org 
 

Paul Soulek 

Director of Parish & School 

Music  402-643-5863 

paul.soulek@stjohnseward.org 
 

Amber Fiala 

School Principal 314-440-7979 

amber.fiala@stjohnseward.org 

  

Lisa Aring 

Director of Child Development 

Center 

402-643-3122 

lisa.aring@stjohnseward.org 
 

 

The Ministry of St. John 
Proclaiming and Practicing the Love of Christ 
 

Church: 919 N Columbia Avenue; 402-643-2983 

School: 877 N Columbia Avenue; 402-643-4535 

Child Development Center: 1053 N Columbia Avenue; 

 402-643-3122 
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For Your Devotional Use 
This Week 
Psalm 16 

Isaiah 65:17-25 

1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

Luke 24:1-12 
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Nursery for Families with Young Children 
Nursery is located on the main level and is staffed on Sundays from 10am-12pm.  
 

Official Act ●MARRIAGE: Robert Kolterman and Dori Dailey were 
married on April 13 (officiant – Pastor Scott D. Bruick). 
 

Flowers in the Sanctuary ●last weekend’s flowers were from 
the Ralph Luethke funeral 
 

High School Bible Class  
●Every 1st Sunday of the month through May – meet in the sanctuary 
●All other Sundays – meet in the portable  
 

Guest Preacher This Sunday 
We are blessed to have The Lutheran Hour Speaker, Rev. Dr. Michael 
Zeigler, share the message this Sunday.   
 

Tuesday Morning Men's Bible Study 
Apr. 23 (every 2nd & 4th Tues.), 6:30-7:30am, Concordia’s cafeteria 
Current topic: Gender Issues in the Church. All men are invited to join us as we 
gather for prayer, Bible study, mutual encouragement and faith conversations. 
 

 

With Our "Hands," We Serve Those in Need - Coat/Jacket Collection 
Apr. 13/14  (sponsored by the Human Care  Board)  
This weekend, Palm Sunday, with Christ as our inspiration, we gather coats that will be given to the 
Orphan Grain Train.  We lay the coats down for others as the participants on that first Palm Sunday 
laid down their cloaks to receive the King of kings. Coats/jackets should be taken into the sanctuary 
and hung over the end of your pew. Thank you.  
 

St. John Church Is Now on YouTube! 
We are live-streaming the 8:30am service each week, along with other services such as the Wednesday 
Lenten services.  Just go to youtube.com and search for "St. John Seward" to watch the livestream or 
previous services. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Call Extended to Pastor Andrew Schermbeck  
The Voters Assembly on March 3, extended a divine call to Rev. Andrew Schermbeck of Tampa, 
Florida, to serve as Associate Pastor.  Please keep Pastor and Rebecca and their four children in your 
prayers as he deliberates his current call and our call to him.  

 

 Worship and Christian Growth Opportunities  

General News  

 

Our Attendance:  
 

Apr. 10 
10:00am    79 
7:00pm  203 
Total  282 
 
Apr. 6  
5:30pm    153 
 
Apr. 7 
8:30am  372 
11:00am  259 
 
Apr. 7 
Ridgewood:              31 
Total                   815 
 

Apr. 7 
Adult Bible Class    78 
Sunday School    81 
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Seeking and Electing 
Election of officers and board members is planned for the weekend of May 18/19.  We are 
now looking for individuals who will enable St. John Church to continue “Proclaiming and 
Practicing the Love of Christ” as our elected leaders enter into a new year of service.  If you 
are interested in serving on a ministry board, or if your current term ends, please 
prayerfully ask the Holy Spirit whether your name should be on our ballot.  Please contact 
Brady Johnson (bajjohnson0905@gmail.com) or the church office with questions or if 
interested in serving. 
 

Buying Food for Alaska Mission Team 
Now through April 26, west entrance 

The Alaska Mission Team needs your help again with buying food and supplies for the team, Bible 
Camp snacks, and Basketball Camp snacks. We must ship these food and supply items to Akiachak 
several weeks before the mission trip. 

Please go to the mission bulletin board (on wall west of church office door) and select one or more 
items to buy for the team. Return the food and other items to the marked container in the west 
entrance by April 26. Thank you! 

 

Let the St. John NYG Participants “Egg” Your House! 
For $20, your children will wake up Easter morning to a yard covered with 18 plastic Easter eggs filled 
with candy. For an extra $5 the group will leave “bunny prints”! All proceeds go to help St. John youth 
attend the National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis in July 2019. Please submit a form with payment 
to Jill Johnson or the St. John Church or School Office no later than Wed., April 17, for our team to 
prepare the right number of eggs! Have questions or need a form, please contact Jill Johnson at 
jill.johnson@sewardschools.org or 402-613-8216 (call or text). 
 

National Youth Gathering Envelope Fundraiser - Real. Present. God. 
"Envelop(e)" our youth with your prayer and support as they 
prepare for the 2019 Youth Gathering in Minnesota.  An envelope 
display is in the narthex.  If you are able to support our youth and 
leaders with a monetary gift, follow these simple steps: 1) choose 
an envelope with the amount you want to give written on it; 2) pick 
up a prayer card; 3) take it home, pray over the youth and leaders; 
4) return the monetary gift in the envelope, by the end of April  (checks made out to St. John Lutheran 
Church).  You may return the gift to the designated box in the narthex on weekends or to the church 
office during the week.  If you are not able to provide a monetary donation for the NYG, please 
“envelop(e) the National Youth Gathering in your prayers.  Thank you for the wonderful support you 
have shown to the youth! 
 

Financial Peace University 
Registration for Finance Peace University (FPU) has ended and a record number of participants have 
signed up!  If you are participating and have not paid the fee and/or made arrangements to get your 
workbook, please be in contact with Jon Krause, St. John's FPU Coordinator.  Jon can be reached via 
phone/text at 214-415-5895 or via email at jkrause@motus.com or jdk11@peoplepc.com.  If you are not 
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signed up for this session, but would like to learn more about future classes, please reach out to Jon 
and he'd be happy to share more. 

 

The Plant Fundraiser! 
Pick-up of pre-orders and additional plants available on April 26 and 27 (if any leftovers, they will be 
sold on April 29 and May 1, 3:30-4:30pm). 
 

Easter Breakfast – Stronghold Cambodia Fundraiser 
Breakfast of ham strata, cinnamon rolls, fruit, juice and 
coffee will be served between services on Easter morning 
for a free-will donation. Debbie Brutlag is hosting the 
breakfast this year, and funds raised will go toward her 
mission trip with Stronghold Cambodia.  The trip will be 
three months this coming summer, during which she will tutor children in English, visit school 
families in Kampot, and help finish out their school year in whatever ways she can. Donations to 
support this trip are most appreciated!  A sign-up sheet is available in the narthex for the gift of your 
time in food prep and food-service. 
 

LWL Spring Banquet – The Wonders of Our God 
May 7, 6:30pm, fellowship hall 
All are invited to the LWL spring banquet.  Following out meal, Dr. John Jurchen will speak and do 
some demonstrations to help us see God at work in our world. Tickets for the meal catered by 
Sparetime are $8.50 and can be purchased until April 30 from Jean Gardner, Stephanie Leising or any 
circle leader. Come and celebrate spring and the wonders of our God with us! 
 

LWML Seek and Serve Day 
April 27, fellowship hall 

Nebraska South and Nebraska North LWML Districts will be meeting together at St. John on April 
27 for Seek and Serve Day.  Our projects will be weighted blankets, taggy blankets, and cards. Our 
Bible studies will be led by Laurie Friedrich and Deb Burma, author of Living a Chocolate Life. The 
registration cost is $15 which includes lunch. The form can be found at www.lwmlnesouth.org and 
is due April 15. Whether you are an LWML member or not we would love to have you come seek 
and serve with us! For more information, talk to Brianne Stahlecker, Elaine Royuk or Deanna 
Dowding. 
 

The May/June Newsletter Issue 
The deadline for news items for the May/June combined newsletter issue is April 17 at 5pm. 

 

Free Small Storage Space Needed 
Our ministry owns a nativity stable “float” which is carried in Seward’s “Lighted Christmas Parade.”  
A storage space is needed for the float.  If you can offer a free space, please contact Nick at the church 
office (402-643-2983).  

 



 

5 
 

Scholarship Funds Available from St. John  

St. John has scholarship funds available for its members who are planning to attend: 

●an LCMS high school. 

●a Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod seminary or any LCMS college or university and majoring in 
church work 

●Concordia University in Seward and not majoring in church work 

●any Southeast Community College (funds may also be available for members attending other 
Nebraska community colleges) 
Application forms are available in the church office.  Forms must be submitted to the St. John 
Foundation Board by May 15. 
 

"Miraculous Mission" Is Coming – June 3-7 
This year's VBS is sure to be an awesome week packed with opportunities for 
children in our community to learn how "Jesus Saves the World."  Of course we 
cannot make it happen without YOUR help! We need both YOUTH (grades 7-12) 
and ADULT volunteers for many different areas, including: Group Leaders, 
Music, Snacks, Games, Crafts & more! Even if you cannot be present during 
actual VBS hours, we need help with other things that can be done ahead of time! 
You tell us your availability & what your interest is, and we will find you a spot! 
Sign up online at: https://vbsmate.com/StJohnSeward or contact Krista Burhoop 
at kshoop8@hotmail.com. 
 

Thank You from Alaska Mission Team 
The Alaska Mission Team for 2019 wants to thank all of you that ordered donuts and/or coffee and 
gave donations. Your generous support is really appreciated and allows us to continue our 
relationships and ministry in Akiachak. We could not do it without all your help, prayers and 
encouragement. 
 

Spring Clean Up Help Available (sponsored by the Student Ministry Board)  
If you need help with yard work, washing windows, etc., please let us know: call Bill Preuss at 402-
643-3115.  If no one is home, leave a message.  We will contact Concordia student leaders who will 
make arrangements with you based on their availability. 
 

“Thank You Mom" 
The Seward County Pro-Life Council will again sponsor a Mother's Day ad in the Seward Independent 
on May 8.  A $1 donation per name will be collected to help pay for the ad.  If you would like to place 
a name in this ad under the headline "Thank You Mom, For Giving Me Life" please stop by the table in 
the lower level or by the Welcome Center before and after services the weekend of Apr. 27/28.  
 

“Mobile Food Pantry” Distribution Date  
Tues., Apr. 23, 4:30pm until items are gone, fellowship hall 
►No cost  ►Income guideline eligible  ►Bring a box or basket with handles to take your items home; 
contact: Deaconess Juanita, 402-643-2983. 
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Science Sale 
Thursday, April 25 & Friday, April 26 - 10am-4pm, CU’s Science Hall main entrance   
Concordia’s new science building is set to open in July. During April, the existing science building will 
be cleared out to begin renovation for other new classrooms and offices, so most of the existing 
classroom and office furnishings and fixtures must go! There are tons of great items available: cabinets, 
bookshelves, file cabinets, office desks, school desks, stools, chairs, chalkboards, bulletin boards, coat 
racks, maps, rock samples, slide trays, taxidermy, textbooks, some old science equipment, etc. Be 
prepared to pull out and haul items on those days. Come and find a treasure! 
 

Lutherans for Life Fundraising Event  
Sat., May 18, Wildwood Lake, Valparaiso, NE 
Prizes for the LFL Fishing Tournament include a trophy and $25 gift card from Walmart! Registration 
forms are located at the welcome center during April. Completed registration forms can be returned to 
the welcome center. Have any questions? Someone will be at the booth to assist you before and after 
services on April 14 and 28, or call 402-617-3410, or email sewardarealfl@gmail.com. Registration 
deadline is April 28! 
 

National Day of Prayer Luncheon (Sponsored by the Seward Ministerial Association, 

Seward Rotary Club and GFWC Seward Womanõs Club.) 
Thursday, May 2, lunch begins at 11:30am/program begins at 12pm, Seward Civic Center 
The Seward community will observe the National Day of Prayer with a luncheon, 
speakers (CU emeritus professors, Bill and Judy Preuss), special music (St. John 
Youth Chamber Choir, Paul Soulek, Dir.), and prayer. The 125th Anniversary of 
CUNE will be saluted with the theme of: "Love One Another.”   Tickets ($6 in 
advance) are available at all Seward banks, the Seward Chamber of Commerce 
Office, and from committee members. 
 

Camp Luther Summer Camp Registration Is Now Open!  
View their online brochure and register your child today at www.campluther.org/summer! 
Dates, prices, camp descriptions, and answers to frequently asked questions including discounts 
and financial aid, can all be found there as well.  If your child has never been to camp, or if you 
have any questions or concerns of any sort, don't hesitate to contact Camp Luther at 
campluther@campluther.org or call 402-352-5655.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

. . . Mobile Pantry Helpers Needed  St. John will host Lincoln Food Bank’s Mobile Pantry 
on Apr. 23.  Volunteers are needed to unload the truck and to help recipients bag up their food.  Truck 
unloading begins at 3:30pm; distribution happens from 4:30-5:30pm.  To help, contact Deaconess 
Juanita or Nancy Held.   
 

. . . Do You Love Weddings? Would You Like to Help with Them? 
We are seeking additional wedding coordinators to bless brides and grooms on their special day. 
Wedding Coordinators are integral parts of St. John's wedding ministry as they help the wedding 

 Service Opportunities. . . 
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couple achieve the ceremony they desire. If you would like more information about the role of the 
wedding coordinator staff at St. John, please contact the church office. 
 

. . . Usher Team Members Needed If you would like to serve on an usher team during 
worship services (on duty about every 3rd weekend – varies between all service times), please call the 
church office. 
 

. . .Individuals Needed to Serve as Communion Ware Washers  You would 
be paired with another volunteer to wash communion ware after use – 1 hour.  Please call the church 
office if you are willing to help (402-643-2983). 
 

. . .Fellowship Hall Bible Study Coordinator Needed  The Christian Nurture Board 
(CNB) is looking for an individual to coordinate weekly presenters/leaders for the Adult Education 
Hour in the fellowship hall every Sunday at 10am. This coordinator would need to contact potential 
leaders, organize a calendar, and inform the office of the topics being studied.  If you are interested, 
please contact Rachel Jank at 402-570-5618 or rachelmmol@gmail.com. The coordinator will be 
provided with a list of previous leaders and topics and will have regular communication with the CNB 
to assist in this role. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

NEXT WEEK’S SCHOOL PASSION CHAPEL 
Thurs., Apr. 18, 2:30pm, sanctuary 
Please join us for this special time of worship.  Chapel will be led by the 8th graders.  Second semester 
chapel offering will go towards Garuna Kids Foundation. Garuna means grace, mercy, and 
compassion in the Thai and Khmer languages. Our goal is to sponsor our three students again to 
attend a Garuna school in Cambodia. It costs $360/year for a child to attend the school and learn about 
Christ. Miss Brianne Stahlecker will also serve on a mission team to Cambodia this summer. 
Chapel Offering total: $827.33. 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS- GRADE 3/4 READING CLASSICS TEAM  They received 2nd place in their 
division at the State Competition! 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Clara Winter  and Mackenna Wollenburg  for winning the 3rd grade division 
Seward Memorial Library Bookmark Contest! 
 

 

2019-2020 COMMUNITY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT APPLICATIONS ARE BEING ACCEPTED! 
We have limited availability. This is a great time to invite family and neighbors to check out St. John! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 School and Child Development Center 

 

˅Easter Break - No School - Fri., April 19 & Mon. , April 22ˇ 

˅Grandparentõs Day! Save the Date: Friday, May 3 , Early Dismissal ð 11:30amˇ 
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Upcoming Concordia Events 
Go to http://www.cune.edu/events  to see postings for upcoming events. 
 

40 Days of Prayer  
March 11 – April 16, 6-8pm, 5631 S 48TH ST 
Lincoln Area Lutherans for Life will be praying Monday evenings across the street from Planned 
Parenthood office in Lincoln. Parking is available at Cornerstone Christian Church at 48th and Old 
Cheney. Prayer sheets are available. You can come and go as your schedule permits. Carpooling from 
Seward is possible by calling 402-617-3410.  
 

Life Quote 
This is a Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org  
“This Sunday, the church [invites] the world to remember the One who comes into the midst of a very 
fickle humanity—duplicity, defeat, violence, injustice, pain, and all. He comes near to good and bad 
intentions, near the ashes of what was meant to be honor, the ruins of attempts on our own. And 
despite our oscillating thoughts, despite the sin we cannot leave, He invites us into a disruptively 
different sort of story of defeat. The Son has made His triumphal entry. And yet He comes to bring us 
the cross, to the one sacrifice that speaks to the world’s pain.” Jill Carattini, Ravi Zacharias International 
Ministries 
 

Citizens For Life/Lutherans For Life News and Events 
To receive the Friends of Lutherans for Life email updates send your 
request to sewardarealfl@gmail.com. 
To receive the “Citizens for Life” quarterly email newsletter 
contact esther.sander76@gmail.com 

Donations are welcome. Checks may be made to “Seward 
Area Lutherans for Life” and mailed to: Bob Gilbreath, 1327 
294th Rd, Seward, NE  68434; Like us on Facebook! "Seward 
Area Lutherans for Life" 
●Mar. 6-Apr. 14, 40 Days for Life 
●May 12, Thank mom for giving you life! 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

SUNDAY   
  
 
 
 

8:30am  Worship, sanctuary 
 10:00am  Sunday School and Youth Bible Classes, various locations 

[Sunday School classes are available for children ages 2-years-old through 12th grade; 
  however, during certain months of the year, classes may be combined or on break, so  
  please see the Sunday School superintendents in the school workroom.  They would  

 Concordia, Church Family and Community 

 

 This Week at St. John 

 

mailto:esther.sander76@gmail.com
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  be happy to assist you in locating your child’s class. Please ask an usher to help you  
find the school workroom.]  

10:00am  Adult Instruction Class (Getting to Know Jesus, Pastor Bruick), Centennial Room 
 10:00am  Adult Bible Class (Lord’s Prayer, Bryan Moore’s Theatre Group), fellowship hall 

10:00am  Adult Bible Class (Gospel of John, Matthias & Jurchen), classroom #108 
 10:00am  Adult Bible Class (Singing the Faith, David & Betsy Werner), Heritage Rm. 
 11:00am  Communion Worship, sanctuary 

MONDAY 
3:00pm  Client-Choice Food Pantry, Christ’s Cupboard 
6:30pm  St. John Student Piano Recital, sanctuary 
7:00pm  Finance Board, Centennial Room 
7:00pm  Trustees, CDC 

TUESDAY 
10:00am  Comforters, CDC lower level 
7:00pm  Elders, Heritage Room 

WEDNESDAY  
 10:00am  Women’s Bible Study, CDC 
 1:15pm  Seward Manor Communion 
 5:30pm  8th Grade Confirmation, classroom #204 
 7:00pm  Adult Choir, classroom #108 
 7:00pm  Godparent Groups, worship and leaders’ homes 

THURSDAY  
8:30am  Large Print, Centennial Room 
9:15pm  CDC Chapel (Amber Fiala, leader) 
10:00am  Maundy Thursday Communion Worship, sanctuary 
2:30pm  School Passion Chapel, sanctuary 

 6:00pm  Client-Choice Food Pantry, Christ’s Cupboard 
 7:00pm  Maundy Thursday Communion Worship, sanctuary 

FRIDAY  
   No K-8 School / CDC Closed 
 10:00am Good Friday Passion Worship, sanctuary 
 7:00pm  Good Friday Tenebrae Worship, sanctuary 

SATURDAY    
9:00am  Client-Choice Food Pantry, Christ’s Cupboard 

 5:30pm  Easter Vigil Candlelight Communion Worship, sanctuary  

SUNDAY (Apr. 21)   
 
 
 

 
 
 
6:30am  Resurrection Celebration Communion Worship, sanctuary 
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7:30am  Easter Breakfast, fellowship hall 
 8:30am  Resurrection Celebration Communion Worship, sanctuary 
 9:30am  Easter Breakfast, fellowship hall 
 11:00am  Resurrection Celebration Communion Worship, sanctuary 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Gospel of John – MUSIC ROOM – Ryan Matthias and John Jurchen 

Singing the Faith – HERITAGE ROOM – David and Betsy Werner 

Lord’s Prayer – FELLOWSHIP HALL – Bryan Moore’s Theatre Group 

Getting to Know Jesus (Adult Instruction) – CENTENNIAL ROOM – Pastor Scott Bruick 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Needed to Meet the St. John 2018-19 Ministry-Funding Plan: 
    The General Fund amount needed per week   
    to further the Lord's ministry at St. John:  $38,956 
 
    General Fund received last week ( 4/7/2019):  $44,601 
 
    Debt  amount received last week ( 4/7/2019):  $75 

  

.   

  

 Our AEDs are in the narthex and by the 
  

school office - St. John Parish Health Ministry - 

Stephen Ministry St. John is a Stephen Ministry congregation. If you 
need someone to help you through a difficult time, call any of the following 
●church office (402-643-2983)  
●Deanna Dowding (402-643-3148) 
●Deaconess Juanita Ebert (402-643-2983) 
●Mary Ann Steinbeck (402-643-2677) 
●Marlene Block (402-643-3324) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 

 This Sunday’s 10am Bible Classes 

 

 

The church, school & CDC will be closed on Mon., Apr.  22. 

NO Sunday School or Adult Bible Classes on Easter Sunday, Apr. 21. 


